
FEBRUARY 2017 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we sat down to dinner on the night before Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, I asked Christian if he would say a 
blessing.  He thanked God for the food and the people around the table, and asked God to bless our family and 
our school and work.  Then he said:  “Thank you, God, for Martin Luther King and for all he did for us….” He said, 
“oops,” paused, and said, “Well, not for us, but for our country…” What seemed like an innocent mistake was a 
moment of truth for me. 
 

As I reflected on it later, Christian was right.  King’s witness for social justice and nonviolent protests for civil rights 
were to free black people from oppression and discrimination, yes!  And as a result, we all became a better people 
and a better country for it.  The fact that my son saw King’s work for the good of all of us I see as real progress.  
He does not see the division between black and white.  He sees us all as one. 
 

“We may have all come on different ships, but we're in the same boat now.” ~Rev. King 
 

February is Black History month.  It is a time to celebrate how far we have come, while at the same time realize 
how far we have yet to go, so that we can truly all be one.     
 

If you have not yet seen the movie “Hidden Figures,” I highly recommend it.  It is filled with history:  1960’s NASA 
space program and the civil rights struggle.  It is filled with humor: a black woman running in heels, carrying books 
over ½ mile to get to the “Colored” bathroom.   It is filled with hope:  three black women overcame discrimination 
and were finally recognized for the “content of their character, not the color of their skin.” 
 

The LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: Let my people go, so that they 
may worship me’” (Exodus 8:1). 
 

In the story of Moses, we see that something divine happened that allowed an oppressed group of people to     
experience liberation and freedom.  This story became the metaphor of the entire Bible.  All God’s people are 
called to journey toward freedom of bondage and liberation of love. 
 

The Rev. J. Herbert Nelson II, who was elected last year as the first African-American to lead the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) as Stated Clerk, preached at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, Baltimore's oldest black    
Presbyterian church.  He said many black families in Baltimore still face some of the same challenges and        
inequality — low wages, disproportionate incarceration, insufficient housing and economic immobility — that King 
wanted to overcome 50 years ago.  He spoke of deep political racial divisions in the nation: 

"It is a challenging time, when the church must be engaged beyond its doors.”  He urged congregations     
"to come together not as Democrats or Republicans or Independents, to come together not as rich or poor, 
to come together not just as Presbyterians, but to come together as people of faith who truly believe that     
transformation can happen." 

 

As people of faith, we are affirming our faith in worship this month using the words of the Confession of Belhar 
(written in South Africa and adopted by the Presbyterian Church USA):   

We believe that the unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways: that  
we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one mind, have one God and Father, are filled 
with one Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup, confess one name, 
are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share one hope.  

 

Dear God, thank you for Martin Luther King, Jr. and for all he did for us and for our country.   
Amen and Amen! 
 
Faithfully yours on the journey, 

Community Presbyterian Church of  Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA  15202 
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When you brought your toddlers and elementary school kids to church and Sunday 
School, why did you do it?   

Like most of us it could have been because that’s what your parents did.  Or what 
they didn’t do.  Or because you had a sense that giving them the basics of Bible  
stories and life lessons was important to relating to the world or each other or God, 

or to understanding Monty Python.  There’s a feeling that it’s a good thing to do, that it’s important but some 
days you’re not exactly sure why.  At the very least, it is a community of good people who encourage you 
along the way. 

Well, I can tell you that this past month, I saw why.  And I saw how.  If you are ever in doubt about how this 
stuff will come in handy or be meaningful or affect your kid’s life for real, do not doubt. 

Our high schoolers lost a classmate and a friend.  Tragically, unexpectedly and inexplicably.  They were 
faced with their own mortality in a very harsh way.  As a result of that, they were also faced with painful  
questions and other people’s perspectives about where and how God works in the world.  It was confusing.  
It was painful for them to endure and just as painful to watch them struggle. 

Yet in that struggle, in the anger and the confusion and the swirling questions, some were able to catch a 
glimpse of the center of it all.  They could touch that place where they knew that God is Love.  They could 
begin to compare the difficult words of others with what they had learned and experienced of God.  And 
when it was time to begin to talk it out, they felt safe and welcome to gather here with their friends, and    
start finding their way together.   

In elementary school you may see beautiful times of pure joy and simple love.  Moments when your little 
child has completely embraced the love of God and makes following Jesus looks easy.  But I’ve seen times 
when the rubber meets the road, and for those times, you will be so much more grateful.  Grateful that when 
you cannot help them, they will still wrestle with the God who can.  Grateful that they have some direction in 
them that leads them back to a sure love and a constant presence.  That when the questions come, they 
have a sense of where the answers lie.  

I think of when we send our 18 year old child out into the world, away from us, and know that will be hard.      
I want to cram all of the important things in her head and her heart before then.  Show her what’s important 
to us, how to deal with difficulty, the good and bad of humanity, finding direction, kindness, God’s unfailing 
love...all the things!  But the truth is, most of that is already there.  It’s in every Bible story, every choir song, 
every Sermon, every Sunday School, every hymn, every service.   

As important as those 35 hours of school are each week, those 5-10 hours of teams or rehearsals or band, 
that 1 hour in church will be what grounds her and surrounds her and helps her move forward when times 
are hard.  It will also give her a song to sing when she is blessed and thankful and full of joy.  Worth every 
minute.       
 

Melanie Holcomb, Interim Director of Christian Education 

Growing with God   

SafeChurch 

The sad fact is that 1 in 4 females and 1 in 6 males is sexually abused by the age of 18.  Our church is     
taking action to prevent this abuse of children and to provide ways to minister to adult survivors and their 
spouses.  We have partnered with the Samaritan Counseling Center in Sewickley and have a Team trained 
in SafeChurch strategies.  We are in the process of implementing procedures and practices to ensure that 
our church is a SafeChurch for all children.   

You are welcome to come learn more about what we are doing, how you and your children will see this in 
action and hear from Carl Baughman of Samaritan Counseling Center about ways we can respond and   
minister to adult survivors and their spouses.   

Join us on Tuesday, February 21st from 6:30 - 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Can You Hear Me Now…? 
If you aren’t getting our “Remind” texts or seeing our posts 
on Facebook or Instagram about Youth Group activities, 
please let us know.    
Check out the Website.  It’s updated on all Youth activities! 

www.cpcba.org 
Instagram: cpcbayouth 

Facebook: Community Pres. Church of Ben Avon or CPCBA 

and  Remind.com @32k69d 

In response to a variety of needs, Youth Group is changing things up! 

Try something new, bring a friend, stretch, grow, build your faith muscles ;) 

 

 The new schedule above has activities over a range of times and days to include 

kids with all types of schedules.  Come when you can, friends are welcome. 

 It also includes a Sunday School time during worship, to give us a chance to dig 

in & ask questions together. 

 BONUS events will reach out to learn service & new stuff in an easy way.   

https://www.remind.com/classes/32k69d/messages/announcements/everyone#
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BOOK CLUB NEWS 

  The Club’s February meeting will be on Tuesday, February 14 (note date change).  
 

 The February book is Circling the Sun by Paula McLain.   
Discussion will be led by Kent and Merle Culley. 

 

If you would like the book list for the year or have any questions please contact Merle Culley at  

merleculley@zoominternet.net  

for MARCH Revelations is FEBRUARY 15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 MARCH REVELATIONS In topic line. 

Wednesday Night Live at Community Church 
 

Come, each Wednesday Night of Lent for Food, Fellowship, Faith-Formation, and Fun! 
 

Food:  Supper will be served at 6:00 in Fellowship Hall (free-will offering taken) 
 

Fellowship:  We will share over supper and sing and pray together 
 

Faith-Formation:  We will discuss the book Meeting Jesus on the Margins ($5) 

 

Fun:  We will meet in small groups so we can get to know one another better 

 

March 8, 15, 22, 20, and April 5—6:00 PM Supper and 7:00 PM Small Groups 
 

Sign-up on the sheet in Narthex, on-line (www.cpcba.com), by email (office@cpcba.org) or  
by calling the office (412-761-1233) 

 

Come, just as you are, find the joy and inspiration you seek 
 

 

Lent Worship 
 

Wednesday, March 1—Ash Wednesday  
6:00 PM   Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM   Worship Service in Sanctuary 

 

Thursday, April 13—Maundy Thursday 
6:00 PM   Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM   Good Friday Worship Service in Sanctuary 

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net
mailto:office@cpcba.org)
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“DEACON DOINGS”      Stephen Fockler 

Thank you for your support 
 

As the Deacons reflect on the past year, we are compelled to acknowledge and give thanks for the            

outpouring of support that we received from non-Deacon members of the congregation throughout the year. 

We sincerely thank all of you who so generously supported our Thanksgiving Baskets project in November.  
Thanks to you, we were able to provide Thanksgiving meals to 25 families in our church community. 

We want to acknowledge and thank the non-Deacon drivers that so faithfully support our Transportation   
Ministry by driving members to and from church each week.  Thanks to Patrick Abramowich, Barb and Len 
Barcousky, Clair and Roger Cranville, Sue and Dick Herchenroether, Jody Jackson, Tim Miller, Diana 
Petruska, Barbara and Royce Rice, and Walt Robertson.  Thanks for your dedication.  

We are greatly appreciative of the members of the Flower Committee who provide the beautiful floral          
arrangements that grace the sanctuary each Sunday.  Thank you, Gail Bernauer, Kristin Dillon,                   
Sue Herchenroether, Marge McLuckie, Jane Miller, Lyn Robertson, Kristin Thompson, and Scott Wilwohl. 

It is a blessing to have Janet and Tom Jackson so capably helping with our Visitation Ministry.  Thank you for 
so compassionately giving your time and your love to others. 

A special thank you to AJ Ewing, Brenda Mellon, Diana Petruska, and Nathan Thompson for your help           
on special Deacon projects.  I am sure that I have missed some other valuable contributions for which I 
apologize.  And of course, we could not function without the guidance and support of our wonderful             
church staff.      

We are truly blessed to have such great support.  Thank you.   

Steve Fockler, Deacon Moderator 

JUNIOR CHOIR AND BELL CHOIR 

2017! - a new calendar year!  Often it's a time to try new things, do something you haven't done before.     
It's also a good time to join one of our choirs.  New members are always welcome. 
 

The JUNIOR CHOIR is open to boys and girls in grades 1-5.  Rehearsals are Sundays after worship 
from 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM in the music room.  The choir sings for worship about once a month. In the 
spring the members also learn to play the hand bells.  So, if you're interested, come join after worship! 
 

The BELL CHOIR is intergenerational:  grade 6 - ???.  We have 3 octaves of bells which require 11       
ringers. The group rehearses Thursday from 7:00 - 8:00 PM.  We have a good group of ringers but not 
11,  so if you're interested and want to learn about the bells, come join us in the music room on Thursdays! 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the Conference 

Room.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

February 1 Psalm 112:1-9 and Matthew 5:13-20          

February 8  Psalm 119:1-8 and Matthew 5:21-37 

February 15 Psalm 119:33-40 and Matthew 5:38-48      

February 22  Exodus 24:12-18 and Matthew 17:1-9 



 Nonprofit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Pittsburgh, PA 

Permit No. 221 

   Revelations 
     Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon 
     7501 Church Avenue 
     Pittsburgh, PA  15202 
  

       RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

    

 

Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:30 AM-3:30 PM 

F  Phone: 412-761-1233; 412-766-1800    F Fax: (412) 766-1801    F  E-mail: cpcba@verizon.net    F Web site: www.cpcba.com 

JETHRO TREE 

We Invite all to: 

Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. . . 

 

 

 

 

                  At CPCBA, we are: 
 

 
 

   Bringing Christ  

 to our community 

   Bringing our community  

 to Christ. 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 19, 2017 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL REPORT, 2017 BUDGET and  

PASTOR’S TERMS OF CALL 

 

The 2016 Annual Report will be available 
Sunday, February 12, 2017 


