
MARCH 2017 

Dear friends, 

Lent is upon us.   

What is Lent?   
    In the Christian religion, it is the annual season that is traditionally marked by fasting and penitence.  

When is Lent?   
     Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (March 1) and lasts 40 days, and ends with the celebration of Easter (April 16).   

Who is Lent about? 
     Lent is about Jesus—his journey to the cross.  And Lent is about us—our journey to a new way of life.    

How do we observe Lent? 
     We will have a Lenten Supper Series that consists of food, faith, and fellowship.  We will begin with supper        
at 6:00 p.m. on each Wednesday of Lent.  We will have worship services at 7:00 p.m. on Ash Wednesday and  
Maundy Thursday (April 13).  At 7:00 p.m. on the other Wednesdays of Lent, we will have a time of faith and         
fellowship by discussing the book Meeting Jesus on the Margins ($5) in small groups.  Please sign up on the            
forms in worship bulletins on Sunday or on the church web-site.   

Where is the Lenten program? 
     We will worship in the Sanctuary and eat together in Fellowship Hall. 

Why? 
     Here is the first entry from Meeting Jesus on the Margins by Mike Kinman: 

The simplest question is the most useful:  Why? 

     We need always to be asking “Why?” and not letting our quickest answers, which are most deeply rooted in our 
prejudices, be our final answer. 

     When we see someone using the steps of a public library as a bed at night, we need to ask, “Why?” 

     When we read a story about a transgender teenager committing suicide, we need to ask, “Why? 

     When we go into a grocery store in an impoverished neighborhood and see a fully stocked liquor shelf and no 
fresh produce, we need to ask, “Why? 

     When we learn we incarcerate a higher percentage of our citizens than any nation in the world, we need to ask, 
“Why?” 

     When we see young people of color burn down the Quik Trip convenient store in Ferguson, Missouri, we need 
to ask, “Why?” 

     And as we embark on our Lenten journey, we need to ask, “Why? 

     Our final answer, rooted in what we’ve always been taught, might be that we observe Lent as an exercise in 
self-flagellation, so that, in Paul’s words, we might not “think of ourselves more highly than we ought” (Romans 
12:3). We might think our Lenten observance is grounded in our unworthiness.  But we need to dig deeper. 

     We observe a holy Lent to remember Jesus’ gospel of “pardon and absolution.”  Lent is not about confession 
and repentance as punishment but as a profound, grace-filled unburdening so that we might encounter the   
living Christ in all Christ’s abundant joy. 

     This book sets our Lenten journey in that context of meeting Christ…meeting Christ right where he tells          
us he will be…in the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the prisoner.  Jesus said,     
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me” (Matthew 25:40).  Lent is a journey of seeing all those people as Jesus. Of asking, “Why” and not being 
satisfied by our first answer.  Of realizing that those whom the world of power and privilege label as “them”    
are really the deepest and most sacred portion of “us.”   

 

Lent is a profound journey of discovery—of Jesus, of others, and of ourselves.  I hope you will join me. 
 

Lenten blessings, 

Community Presbyterian Church of  Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA  15202 
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  Why Mission Trips? 
   We plan, we fundraise, we give up time, we sweat & sleep on cots.  
   Why all the fuss?  What’s the point?  Well, here are a few reasons. 

 
1. Mission Trips bring people together 
If you’ve ever been on a weekend retreat or road trip, you know how that experience can build community.  You 
ride together, play together, eat together, stay up late together, get up tired together. “Together” is a powerful 
word. Think of “together” as glue – the more broadly it’s spread, the better a group will bond. Mission trips apply 
“together” to peoples’ sense of adventure, their desire to make a difference, their relationship with God, their 
daily experiences, their broken comfort zones and much more.  Working together helps it stick. 

2. Broaden your perspective 
You might be more connected than ever with what’s happening around the world, but have you seen what it’s 
like to live below the poverty line in small-town America? Or experienced the energy and exhaustion of raising   
a roof?  Felt the isolation of rural living and the strong ties of those neighbors who will help each other survive?  
Pulling you from your typical context helps you understand that the world is larger than your daily lives would 
have you believe. By beginning to understand another setting, your own context comes into truer focus. 

3. Challenge your Comfort Zones 
Beyond broadening perspectives, mission trips demand participation. Painting a house, sawing wood, pounding 
nails, serving a meal, sleeping on an air mattress, experiencing a new culture – these are a few examples of 
ways comfort zones are crossed. But when coupled with intentional processing and worship, mission trips have 
the unique ability to challenge comfortable perceptions of God and the world. Faith steps beyond the doors of 
the church and demands to be applied to real-world living. 

4. Mission Trips Empower People 
God is doing incredible work in the world and you are called to be a part of it. The energy, authenticity, fresh  
perspective and passion required in this time are a vibrant part of that experience.  Mission trips help people 
take ownership and initiative; both for those doing the mission and those receiving the gift of it. Eyes are 
opened. Passions are ignited. Possibilities are exposed. Mission trips help you see what you are capable of.  
You can choose to believe in the incredible opportunity & possibility of using your gifts to do the work of Jesus.  
Not just “someday,” but now, and every time after now. 

5. Create Sacred Space 
The Israelites used to build monuments by throwing together big piles of rock to point at later and say, “That   
signifies God’s faithfulness in our lives.” For many people, mission trips represent a time and a place when God 
worked in and through their lives. More than a mere mountain-top high, these sacred spaces both anchor you in 
your faith and can propel you forward in your relationship with God. Serving is a sacred act. The sweat and hard 
work and accomplishment are all sacred acts of service.  The joy and thankfulness of playing in the cool water 
after work, are an act of thanksgiving and worship.  Even in times of trouble, people often point toward their   
mission trip experience and say, “That signifies God’s faithfulness in my life.” 
 

Do you need this experience in your life? Can you give back this way? You are welcome to join us. 
 

Melanie Holcomb, Interim Director of Christian Education      Melanie@cpcba.org 

Growing with God   

Mission Trip to Webster Springs, WV Sunday, June 18th—Saturday, June 24 

Cost BEFORE Fundraising: $360 per person   

Rafting is an option on our free day. There is an extra cost for this. 

Working with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the WV Ministry of Advocacy & Work Camps to  
repair housing and facilities damaged by last summer’s devastating floods.   

Ages 14 (ish) to 84 (ish) are welcome to participate in the adventure. 
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Please keep our Confirmation class in your prayers.  They are a wonderful bunch of kids and it is an 

honor to be a part of this faith building process with them.   

They are: Jessie, Miranda, Hadley, Emma, Sarah, Emelia, Spencer & Clark. 

You will see them each week reading the Old Testament lesson in worship. 

Can You Hear Me Now…? 
If you aren’t getting our “Remind” texts or seeing our posts 
on Facebook or Instagram about Youth Group activities, 
please let us know.    
Check out the Website.  It’s updated on all Youth activities! 

www.cpcba.org 
Instagram: cpcbayouth 

Facebook: Community Pres. Church of Ben Avon or CPCBA 

and  Remind.com @32k69d 

Easter Sunday Breakfast 
 

The Youth Group will host an Easter Sunday Breakfast from 8:30 - 10:00 am  April 16th. 

This is a fundraiser for our Summer Mission Trip to repair flood damage in West Virginia.  

https://www.remind.com/classes/32k69d/messages/announcements/everyone#
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                             BOOK CLUB NEWS 

  The Club’s March meeting will be on Tuesday, March 7.  
 

The February book is A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 

Discussion will be led by Trudy File. 
 

If you would like the book list for the year or have any questions please contact Merle Culley at  

merleculley@zoominternet.net  

for April Revelations is MARCH 15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 APRIL REVELATIONS In topic line. 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the            

Conference Room.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

March 1      Psalm 32 and Matthew 25:34-40 March 15     Psalm 95 and Matthew 25:34-40 

March 8      Psalm 23 and Matthew 25:34-40     March 22     Psalm 121 and Matthew 25:34-40 

March 29    Psalm Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Matthew 25:34:40 

 

2017 is the 500
th
 anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, begun when theology professor 

Martin Luther posted ‘Ninety-five Theses’ on the church door of the castle church in Wittenberg 

Germany.  The date was All Souls’ Day, October 31, 1517.  The theses spoke against the       

Roman Catholic Church’s practice of issuing indulgences.  People could purchase indulgences 

to reduce the penalties for sins committed by their deceased relatives.  They believed their          

relatives were in purgatory being painfully purified so they could enter heaven.  Luther, a priest  

in the Roman Catholic Church, believed this practice had no basis in Scripture, and was later  

excommunicated for his actions. 

QUESTION:  Who were other major Protestant Reformers?  (Answer next month) 

REFORMATION RUMBLINGS    Jean Henderson 

NEXT NEW MEMBER CLASS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 19 

     You are invited to meet with our pastor, Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston at 9:00 AM in the  
Pastor’s office on Sunday, March 19.  The informal discussion will last one hour.  If you wish to join,          
you will meet with Session members on Tuesday, March 21 at 7:00 PM to have your membership        
confirmed.  You will be presented to the congregation and recognized at the 10:30 AM worship on       
Sunday, March 26. 
 

     Please call Pastor Donna at 412-761-1233 if you are interested or have any questions. 

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net
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“DEACON DOINGS”      Stephen Fockler 

EASTER FLOWER SALE 

Sunday, March 5 through Tuesday, April 4.   

 

ATTENTION:  SEWERS 
 

The whirl of machines, chatter of voices, snipping of scissors,  
are all the sounds of the annual sewing marathon of  

“Little Dresses for Africa” 
 

Bring your sewing machines, thread and smiles.   
Material, bias tape, elastic and lunch will be provided.   

 

 The date is March 18 from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
Please contact Jody Jackson for information and reservations at 412-364-8573.  

 

We look forward to another great day of sewing, fellowship and lots of laughs. 
Invite anyone you think may like to join us in this project.  God bless. 

Flowers Given For: 
      In In 

 Name:           Memory   Honor 

 __________________   
 __________________   
 __________________   
 __________________   
 

Given By:  _________________________ 

orLilies   x $9   
Hyacinths   x $9   

Tulips   x $9   

Daffodils   x $9   
  

 Total Cost     

Plant     # ordered       Price Total 

**Plants will be used to decorate the Sanctuary during the Easter Season.  You can take your plants home with you after the 

10:30 AM Easter morning worship.  

*Orders can be dropped into the offering basket or 

mailed into the office with check payable to 

“CPCBA” (write “EASTER FLOWERS” in memo.) 

World Vision 
Saturday, March 4 

 Help sort and pack donated items at the World Vision Distribution Center located in Sewickley for 
shipment here at home and overseas.  If you wish to carpool, we will meet at the church at 8:30 AM, and   
return by 12:15 PM.   A good way to start the day! 

 It’s work but FUN!  Get to know the youth and your fellow church members.  Families, adults and 
youth are welcome.  A good way to meet new friends.  

 

Sign-up sheet and release forms are located in the Narthex.  Everyone must sign a release and take 
it with them to World Vision. 
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Wednesday Night Live at Community Church 
 

Come, each Wednesday Night of Lent for Food, Fellowship, Faith-Formation, and Fun! 
 

Food:  Supper will be served at 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall (free-will offering taken) 
 

Fellowship:  We will share over supper and sing and pray together 
 

Faith-Formation:  We will discuss the book Meeting Jesus on the Margins ($5) 

 

Fun:  We will meet in small groups so we can get to know one another better 

 

March 8, 15, 22, 20, and April 5—6:00 PM Supper and 7:00 PM Small Groups 
 

Registration form available in bulletins and on-line (www.cpcba.com), by email (office@cpcba.org) 
or  

by calling the office (412-761-1233) 
 

Come, just as you are, find the joy and inspiration you seek 
 

 

Lent Worship 
 

Wednesday, March 1—Ash Wednesday  
6:00 PM   Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM   Worship Service in Sanctuary 

 

Thursday, April 13—Maundy Thursday 
6:00 PM   Supper in Fellowship Hall 

CPCBA Outreach Supports Holy Family Specialized Learning School 
 

     Many students at the Holy Family Institute specialized learning school return to school after the     
weekend hungry. Sadly, these students live in homes where meals are inconsistent. 
 

     Through our sponsorship and partnership with Holy Family, CPCBA will be providing nutritious food 
and easily prepared meal items to Holy Family for distribution to these students each Friday.  We partner 
with the Holy Family school counselor, who identifies children in need of food assistance, coordinates the 
packing and distribution of the bags to the students, and communicates with parents/guardians. 
The program launched in late February with seed funding from the monies collected at last July’s CPCBA 
jazz/barbeque event.  The Outreach Team will be conducting food drives and soliciting donations in       
upcoming weeks. 
 

     This will be the third school that CPCBA has partnered with to provide food for children on the           
weekend, following our support of Northgate and Avonworth. 
 

     If you’re able to support this mission of nutrition, please contact Deb Sadowski at 
scnmom@yahoo.com or 724-719-0144.  We could use your offer of time, food, money, ideas, and prayer.  
 

Thank you! 

mailto:office@cpcba.org)
mailto:scnmom@yahoo.com
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                Bread Sunday Scheduled for March 12 
 

During Lent, our Sundays are marked by mission-related events and announcements, leading 
up to the annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering, which is received on Palm Sunday. 
 

The kickoff event is always Bread Sunday, and this year Bread Sunday will happen on March 12. 
 

We will collect donations of bread during the worship service, and then make the donated bread available 
during the fellowship hour, in exchange for cash donations. 
 

Members are asked to bake or purchase breads, quick breads, rolls, or muffins.  Please attach descriptive 
labels to your donations (indicating, for example, if the bread contains nuts) and bring them with you to 
church on Sunday March 12. 
 

All proceeds from Bread Sunday will be directed to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. 

2017 Schedule for Monday Meals at the Center of Bellevue 
 

    This year CPCBA continues to bring Christ to the Community by serving quarterly dinners at The Center   
in Bellevue.  The next one is Monday, March 20, 2017.   We are asking volunteers to provide meals for 80 
adults in blocks of 20.  We also need 4-6 servers. 
 

    All are encouraged to share the meal with the attendees.  It is a wonderful experience filled with lots of      
stories and laughter.  Come join in the fun.  There is a role for everyone, particularly cooks and servers. 
 

    Please let Lyn or Walt Robertson know if you would like to participate:  email therobs1@verizon.net  
or you can call 412-761-1030. 
 

    Look for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex each quarter. 
 

    Other Dates:  June 19, September 18, December 18. 

USHERS NEEDED 

   We are in need of ushers during worship.  If you should become part of the 
Ushering Ministry Team, you will be scheduled to usher once every seven (7) 
weeks.   

 

   We are also in need of an Assistant Usher Captain. 
 

  If you are interested in becoming part of the Ushering Ministry Team or if you should have any 
questions, please contact Tim Miller at tmiller1502@comcast.net. 

“Quilting The Bible” 
 

If you are interested in helping to make a quilt of Bible verse, please join us on 

April 19 at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.   
 

This will be a year-long project and we will not be meeting monthly. 
 

So bring your ideas to our first meeting and we will get started. 
 

All are welcome - even if you don’t sew!!! 
 

Please feel free to contact Leslie Miller (412-318-4781) if you should have any questions. 

 



Come worship with us this lent 
 

        Wednesday, March 1:  Ash Wednesday 
  6:00 PM Ash Wednesday Meal, Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 PM Worship Service, Sanctuary 

 

        Thursday, April 13:  Maundy Thursday 
  6:00 PM  Supper, Fellowship Hall 

            7:00 PM           Good Friday Worship Service, Sanctuary 
 

Palm Sunday - April 9 
10:30 AM Worship 

Easter Sunday - April 16 
7:00 AM — Sunrise Service, Ben Avon Heights Park 

8:30 AM — Youth Fundraiser Breakfast for Mission Trips, CPCBA 

10:30 AM — Festival Worship Service with Communion, Sanctuary 
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Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:30 AM-3:30 PM 
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JETHRO TREE 

We Invite all to: 

Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. 

 

 

 

 

                  At CPCBA, we are: 
 

 
 

   Bringing Christ  

 to our Community. . . 

   Bringing our Community  

 to Christ. 


