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Dear Friends, 
 

For this Lenten season, we have been exploring Matthew 25, in which Jesus describes the Last Judgment to his   
disciples, saying:   

 

“Come, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing.  I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”   
The righteous will answer him, “Lord when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison?”  And the king will answer, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.”  And then he goes on to tell the others who did not take care of the least 
of these that they will go into eternal punishment.  (Matthew 25:31-46) 

 

This makes it pretty clear that our salvation is based on whether or not we cared for those in need.  Did you or didn’t 
you?  It’s that simple.  Or is it? 
 

But, wait, don’t we Presbyterians believe in justification by grace through faith?  How do we reconcile this passage 
that speaks of our works with other biblical passages that speak of God’s grace? 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result 
of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
What is it?  Works or Grace? 
 

Jesus described the last judgment to his disciples before his death, imploring them to save themselves through         
good works.  But, realizing that no one, no matter how good-hearted and well-meaning, could save themselves, God 
sacrificed Jesus, to save us from our sins, and raised him from the dead, to give us the gift of eternal life. It is a gift of 
God.  It is Grace!  
 

And, in receiving this gift of grace, we are compelled and inspired to say thank you.  And the way we express our 
gratitude is by doing good works…by feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger, taking care of the sick…by caring 
for those in need.  It is a call to discipleship.  It is Works!   
So, then what is it?  Works or Grace?  The answer is:  Both! 
 

Every year, I enjoy telling the Easter story to the Wooden Ladder preschool children.  This year, I tried a new way       
to explain Jesus dying on the cross (which is hard for little ones to understand; and honestly, hard for all of us to             
understand).  I asked the children to think of something that they did wrong—when  they did not listen to parents or 
got a time out at school.  One by one, I called on them. One boy said, “I took my sister’s favorite toy, and then I broke 
it.”  On a hand-held cross-shaped black-board, I wrote with chalk, “broke sister’s toy.”  Then, I said to the boy, “Jesus 
knows that you are sorry for breaking your sister’s toy, and so he wipes it away (and I erased the words), and        
forgives you and gives you another chance, because Jesus loves you.”  A girl said, “I hit my baby sister.”  I wrote on 
the board, “hit baby sister” and then wiped it away, saying, “Jesus knows that you are sorry for hitting your sister,  
and forgives you and gives you another chance, because Jesus loves you.”  All of the children, who had been a little 
squirmy during the story, sat still and silent, watching intently as I erased the words, and declared Jesus’ love for 
them.  As I tried to put the cross down at the end of the lesson, one child said, “You left a little of the word there,    
you better erase it all.”  And so I did.   
 

And so Jesus did.  With his death, he erased all of our sins and our poor attempts at loving others.  With his                    
resurrection, he gave us the gift of eternal life and the promise of his love.  It’s Grace!  Amazing Grace!  And with  
this gift, he calls us to share this grace with others through our acts of love. It’s too great a gift to keep to ourselves.  
And the more we share it, the more powerful it becomes.  It works!  Awesome Power!   
It’s Grace!  Amazing Grace!  It’s Love!  Abiding Love!   
It’s Easter!  Eternal life!  Alleluia! 
 

Happy Easter, 

Community Presbyterian Church of  Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA  15202 
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One evening in Lent… 
 

We’ve been having Lenten suppers.  There’s a “Program” time after.  One evening I 
headed downstairs with little kids and Youth.  We were going to watch a movie about the 
Good Samaritan.  We use our Movie Room as a Drama Room too, so there are  always 

props and costumes around.   
About 10 minutes into the movie, some of the littlest had hit their attention span limit.  They hopped up and 
started to use the props to create something.  They whispered amongst themselves as they worked.  I was 
vaguely aware of some plot to the whole endeavor, but was curious.  So I asked them what they were making.  
They said it was The City.  As a puzzled look creeped up my face, one of the Youth explained.  They were re-
creating the city from the movie.  They were acting out what they were watching.  She said, “You see, they’re 
putting themselves IN the Bible story”.   
First, I laughed at the little hint of “Teensplaining”, but then I actually got a little teary.  She was completely right.  
And she knew what she was talking about.  She had been raised in this church & had probably heard it enough!  
It’s what we hope will happen.  It’s what books & blogs wax eloquent about.  We want our kids to Practice their 
faith. They were practicing.  We hope they can really see themselves in the Bible stories, because they are   
written for all of us.  They jumped right into that one with both feet and a handful or props.  Sometimes, it all just 
comes together.  Thanks be to God.     -Melanie Holcomb, Director of Christian Education  

Growing with God   

Mission Trip to Webster Springs, WV Sunday, June 18th—Saturday the 24th 

Cost BEFORE Fundraising: $360 per person   
Rafting is an option on our free day. There is an extra cost for this. 

Working with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the WV Ministry of Advocacy & Workcamps to  
repair housing and facilities damaged by last summer’s devastating floods.   

Ages 14 (ish) to 84 (ish) are welcome to participate in the adventure. 

Super Sale ! 
 

April 30th - a Pre-Mother’s Day Super Sale 

in the Narthex 10:30-1:00 

A fundraiser for our summer Mission Trip. 
 

Lula Roe comfortable clothing, all 

the rage in style! 

Stella & Dot jewelry sure to please & 

sparkle 

Norwex sustainable products to clean 

without chemicals 

Avon classic beauty products & style  
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 RUN...don't walk to Easter Sunday Breakfast ! 
 

 Youth Group hosts Easter Sunday Breakfast from 8:30 - 10:00 am on    

 Easter Sunday, April 16th. 
 

This is a fundraiser for our Summer Mission Trip 

to repair flood damage in Webster Springs, West 

Virginia. Bring the family, come on your own, 

celebrate together with your church. 

Youth Group Holy Week Lock-in 
 

Come to Dinner at 6:00 pm Maundy Thurs (4/13) 

Stay til 11:00 am Friday. 

Bring: A sleeping bag & pillow, $5 and a rock of  any size. 

Friends are welcome - just get an online permission from Melanie 
 

What’re we doin?   *Prayer stations  *Making chocolate Bunnies  

*7 last words of Jesus   *Pizza  *Palm branch art   *Hallelujah banner   
*Hike through the Hollow   *Stuffing Easter eggs for charity   

*Movies   *Popcorn   *Keeping watch & more! 
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                             BOOK CLUB NEWS 
  The next meeting of the book club will be the 2nd Tuesday, April 11.  This is a change           
from the usual date.  The book to be discussed is Rooville and the author, Julie Long, will join 

us for the evening.  Mary Witul will lead the discussion. 
 

The May meeting of the book club has been changed back to the 1st Tuesday of the month, May 2.  
Pastor Donna will lead a discussion of the book  Picking Cotton by Jennifer Thompson-Cannino and 
Ronald Cotton.   
 

If you would like the book list for the year or have any questions please contact Merle Culley at  

merleculley@zoominternet.net  

for May Revelations is APRIL 15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 MAY REVELATIONS In topic line. 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the            

Conference Room.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

April 5   Matthew 25:34-40 litany of Matthew 21:1-11, & 27:11-54  

April 12    Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 and Matthew 28:1-10     April 19   Psalm 16 and Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

April 26    Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 and Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

 

Martin Luther (1483-1546) is known as the ‘father’ of the Protestant Reformation because of his    
posting his 95 Theses in 1517 in Wittenberg Germany.  In Switzerland, Huldrych Zwingli (1484-1531) 
was priest of the Great Cathedral in Zurich.  He began preaching what he wanted instead of using 
the RCC lectionary. In 1522 he challenged people to break the Lenten fast and eat sausages!!    
John Calvin (1509-1564), born in France, converted from RCC to Protestantism.  He fled to         
Switzerland and became Geneva’s leading pastor, theologian and author.  John Knox (1514-1572) 
led the Reformation in Scotland and founded Scottish Presbyterianism.  Imprisoned for his beliefs, 
Knox preached in France, England, Geneva, and Germany.  He became minister at St. Giles in     
Edinburgh, Scotland. 
 

QUESTION:  How did printing help the Reformation?  (Answer next month) 

REFORMATION RUMBLINGS    Jean Henderson 

“Quilting The Bible” 
 

If you are interested in helping to make a quilt of Bible verse, please join us on 

April 19 at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.   
 

This will be a year-long project and we will not be meeting monthly. 
 

So bring your ideas to our first meeting and we will get started. 
 

All are welcome - even if you don’t sew!!! 
 

Please feel free to contact Leslie Miller (412-318-4781) if you should have any questions. 

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net
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OUTREACH       

Don’t just go to church June 11
th

…..be the church!  
Join with our whole CPCBA family as well as friends in the community for our tenth Annual Faith in     
Action Weekend.  Mark your calendars for June 10th and 11th, when we go worship through service      
in the community.  Once again there will be projects on both Saturday and Sunday to bring more           
opportunities for service.    

Tentative Project List 

In the Community:       In Fellowship Hall: 

•   The Center of Bellevue (Monday Meal Ministry)  •   Dignity Robes 
•   Holy Family Institute      •   Projects for Children 
•   Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter     •   Church “Redd-up” Projects 
•   2nd UP Church of Wilkinsburg 

Look for specific projects details in bulletins, email blasts and sign-up sheets in the Narthex. 
Your Outreach & Mission Committee is continuing to search for a variety of mission opportunities to do 
that day or that weekend. We are looking for new project ideas!  We hope to have a variety of projects 
that occur throughout the weekend.  If you have any project suggestions or are interested in being a pro-
ject leader or co-leader, please contact: 

Lyn or Walt Robertson - (412) 761-1030 - therobs1@verizon.net 

There will be a project for everyone, and we are shooting for 100% participation from CPCBA families and 
many more of our friends and neighbors than before. 

We are not just serving the community, but serving with the community.  Family members, friends and 
neighbors are all invited to join our service projects to reflect Christ’s love to others in our community.  
Together we can make a difference in countless lives.  Don’t just go to church—BE the church on Faith 
in Action Weekend!  

Community Theatre Players (CTP) 
announce their spring production 

Community Theatre Players will present Love, Loss and What I Wore by Nora and Delia Ephron on    
April 28, 29 and 30.  The Friday and Saturday shows will begin at 7:30 PM, the Sunday matinee is     
at 2:00 PM.  Tickets are $10, no reservations will be taken -- Box office opens 30 minutes prior to      
performance, seating will be first come, first served.  Snacks and drinks will be served.  Proceeds will    
benefit HEARTH Opening Doors for Families in Crisis.  Watch bulletins and eblasts for additional                    
information. 

FOOD COLLECTIONS FOR HOLY FAMILY STUDENTS 
As part of our outreach partnership and support with Holy Family Institute's Specialized Learning            
Program, we are providing food items to send home with students each Friday. The program is               
coordinated by the school's guidance counselor and is targeted at providing some nutritious, easy-to-
prepare food for children who experience hunger or food insecurity. Please consider donating food or 
funds to support this mission. Information is on display in the church narthex, or contact Deb Sadowski    
at scnmom@yahoo.com or 724-719-0144.  We will be collecting through the end of May. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MELANIE HOLCOMB 
ON ACCEPTING THE OFFER TO SERVE 

AS OUR “DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION” 

mailto:scnmom@yahoo.com
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MARILYN BOZICH 

Marilyn lived in Emsworth and has come to CPCBA because of 
friends, especially Darie Johnson.  Marilyn is also the sister of Susan 
Fink.  She is widowed and has 6 children.  Marilyn is a retired Regis-
tered Nurse.  Her favorite free time is spent with grandchildren and 
playing scrabble. 

JOHN CONLEY & MOLLY MCANDREW 

John has been a long time member of CPCBA since      
birth growing up just 6 houses away in Ben Avon.  He is 
employed by J.C. Hauling & Delivery Company.  (Dumpster 
Rental Company & Landscape Product Sales & Delivery). 
 
John and wife Molly are the proud parents of daughter  
Josephine Margaret Conley.  Molly comes from           
Murrysville and to CPCBA because of Joe’s connection 
to the church.  In her free time she enjoys reading, cooking 
and running.  

GREG DILLON 

Greg comes to us most recently from Indianapolis.  Now living 
in the area he chose to come to CPCBA because all of his 
family are members here.  He says that his interest is in the 
choir, which he is already a member.  Greg is currently job 
searching.   Greg’s hobbies include music and golf. 

LINDSAY GRIMM 

Lindsay was born and raised at CPCBA.  She currently 
lives in Kilbuck Township.  Her parents, Judy and 
Steve Fockler, have been long time  members at 
CPCBA.  She has two girls Lily (4) and Effy (3). 
 
Lindsay is a Recreational Therapist at one of the Kane 
nursing homes. 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
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BARBARA MCKELWAY 

Barbara grew up in the Wilkinsburg Area of Pittsburgh.  
She has been a familiar face around CPCBA for quite      
a while serving as the former Organist & Associate          
Director of Music here.  Barbara retired a few years ago, 
however has come back here because of the people.  
Barbara is still involved in activities of the church and 
teaches the Wednesday morning Bible study with others 
on a rotating schedule and is interested in some other 
committees. 

She is also retired from being a public school music 
teacher.  In her free time she enjoys reading, concerts, 
theater, walking and travel.  

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

JUSTIN & MELISSA ISACCO 

Both Justin and Melissa are from Grove City, PA.  They 
live up the hill from the church on Kingsford Drive.  They 
have a connection to CPCBA, Melissa’s mother, Sharon 
Goodhart-Turner.  Justin & Melissa have a 2 year old 
daughter, Emily and are expecting their second baby in 
the fall.  
 
Justin is a Mechanical Repairman at Union Railroad and 
is a Certified Professional Home Inspector.  He enjoys  
golf and motorcycles.  Melissa is a Neonatal Nurse        
Practioner. 

DAVE & LINDA WILLIAMS 

Dave & Linda are from Ross Township area of 
Pittsburgh.  They have 3 adult children and 5 
teenage grandchildren.  Dave is retired from 
Westinghouse where he worked for 31 years, 10 
months and 4 hours.  Not that he was counting.  
Linda is another familiar face around CPCBA.  
She was employed as the Director of Children’s 
Ministry for several years and continued coming 
after her retirement.  Both Dave and Linda feel 
that this is a good move for them at this time. 
 
Linda has been singing in the choir and is               
also interested in the Christian Ed & Mission  
Committees.  In her free time she enjoys sports, 
music, and the theater. 



Come worship with 
us holy week 

 
 
 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday - April 9 
10:30 AM Worship 
 

 

Maundy Thursday - April 13  
  6:00 PM  Supper, Fellowship Hall 

  7:00 PM       Good Friday Worship Service, Sanctuary 
 

Easter Sunday - April 16 
  7:00 AM — Sunrise Service, Ben Avon Heights Park 

  8:30 AM — Easter Breakfast served by Youth Group 

10:30 AM — Festival Worship Service with Communion 
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Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:30 AM-3:30 PM 

F  Phone: 412-761-1233; 412-766-1800    F Fax: (412) 766-1801    F  E-mail: office@cpcba.org    F Web site: www.cpcba.org 

JETHRO TREE 

We Invite all to: 

Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. 

 

 

 

 

                  At CPCBA, we are: 
 

 
 

   Bringing Christ  

 to our Community. . . 

   Bringing our Community  

 to Christ. 

Palm Sunday Donkey 
 

On Palm Sunday, April 9 our Palm   

Parade will be led by Buster the          

Donkey.   

 

Join us at 10:15 AM outside the church 

for a short walk as we remember Jesus’  

arrival in Jerusalem to the shouts of 

Hosannas.  All are welcome! 


