
December           2017 

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA  15202 

Dear Friends, 
 

It is December—with Advent activities, Christmas celebrations, festivities with family and friends—as the   
carol sings, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!”  Along with our excitement comes anxiety, because we 
want everything to be perfect.   
 

But, perfect is not a word that describes the first Christmas.  Mary and Joseph did not find the perfect cozy 
decorated room; instead they had to settle for a stable.  Jesus was not born in a perfect sanitized hospital 
with skilled care; instead he was born among the animals and laid in a manger.  The angels did not make a 
perfect announcement to summon a proper welcome reception; instead a group of poor shabby shepherds 
were the first to hear the news and travel to welcome the Christ child.   
 

God’s incarnation could have been perfect; but instead God chose to come to earth imperfectly.  
Why?  Perhaps so we could appreciate the power of the imperfect and that through the ordinary, God does 
extraordinary things.  And it also invites us not to strive to be perfect in our own Christmas celebrations.   
 

One of my favorite Christmas children’s stories is called Why Christmas Trees Aren’t Perfect by Richard 
Schneider.  Here is an excerpt:   
 

On the first Saturday of Advent the Queen’s woodsmen would search the royal evergreen forest for 
the most perfect tree.  It would then reign in honor in the great castle hall, shimmering with silver balls 
and gold angels that sparkle in the light of thousands of candles. 

 

As her royal sleigh slowly passed through the forest, her practiced eye scanned the evergreens now 
preening themselves.  When she saw the little pine, a flush of anger filled her.  What right had a tree 
with such defects to be in the royal forest?  Reminding herself to have a woodsman dispose of it, she 
drove on, but then she stopped and glanced back at it.  As she gazed on it, she noticed the tracks of 
small animals that had found shelter under it and a downy feather within its branches where a bird 
had nested. And as she studied the gaping hole in its side and its wind-whipped trunk, understanding 
filled her heart.    
 

“This one,” she said.  Her attendants gasped.  And to the astonishment of the forest, the little pine 
was brought to the great hall.  And everyone who danced and sang around it said it was the finest 
Christmas tree ever.  For in looking at its gnarled and worn branches many saw the protecting arm of 
their father, others the comforting touch of their mother, and some, as did the Queen, saw the love of 
Christ expressed on earth. 
 

So, if you walk among the evergreens today, you will find, along with rabbits, birds, and other happy 
living things, drooped branches providing cover, gaps offering nesting places, forms bent from            
wrestling winter winds. 
 

For as many of us, the trees have learned that the scars suffered for 
the sake of others make one beautiful in the eyes of God.        

 

My wish for you is not a perfect holiday season, but one that is wonderfully 
imperfect, so that you can better see what is beautiful in the eyes of God.   
 
Christmas blessings, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donna   
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 For Families 
  
 

Family Advent - starting or keeping Traditions 
  
What do you remember from your childhood Christmases?  Are there Traditions you 

loved?  Some traditions are about food, some about places or how we do something.  
As you make memories and traditions with your children, here are a few helps to keep 
Jesus in the center of your Christmas traditions. 

 
A simple and easy Family Devotional is waiting for you in the 
Narthex.  Your family use it together to light the candles on 
an Advent Wreath at your table or by the window.   
 
Wreaths can be purchased or made by gathering any 4 or 5 
candles together. There is no “wrong” wreath!  It is a symbol of 
remembering and waiting for each day/week. 
 
 
Look in the Narthex for a Family Advent Calendar.  Take one 
home to keep on your table or fridge. There’s a little something 
to read each day of December. 
 
 
 

Cresche/Nativity Scene.  Try scattering the pieces and 
people of your Nativity in different rooms of the house. 
Then move a piece each day as they get closer to the 
Manger.  Who arrives first, second, third?  Look it up in 
your Bible!  Matthew & Luke are your best bet. But 
you’ll have to read both to get all your animals to the 
manger! 

 
 

 

As you plan for Christmas…Plan for the children on Dec. 17th 
Your children, your relatives children, your friends children are all invited to join in showing 
us the way to the manger in the Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 17th.   
The service is simple and creative, ALL children can be in the Pageant that morning. 
  
No experience required.  Bring friends & neighbors!  No one will be left out, there’s a  
costume and a place for everyone.   
  
HOWEVER…If your child would like to be in-
volved in the pageant, they DO need to be at the 
church  
by 9:00 am the morning of December 17th.     
 

Bring the cousins & the camera,  
we’ll meet you at the manger. 



Revelations December 2017 

3  

Youth  

 

DECEMBER 
 

3 @ 5-7:00 pm. Youth Group.  
 Dinner, devotions & downtime.  
 
10 @ 6:00pm. LIVE NATIVITY on the lawn!  

 Come dress as a character in the  
 Nativity, hang out in the Stable at 
 this community event. 

     @ 7:00 pm - AHS/Choir concert in 
 the Sanctuary.  Plus...cookies! 
 
17 Christmas Pageant - Want to help    

Narrate the Christmas Story for the 
kids?  Can you help get wiggly little 
ones into Costumes?  Come at        
9:00 am ! 

 
      @ 5-7 pm Y.G.  CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
 Bring a “White Elephant” gift 
 (something u have that’s decent 
 but u don’t want/need it anymore). 
 Wrap it up & we’ll exchange  
 mystery gifts.  
 
24  Christmas Eve Services 
 @ 6:00—Family Service 
 @ 9:00—Candle Light Service 
 
 

Sign Up for Text reminders at  
Remind.com @32k69d 

SATURDAY 
January 6th 

 

Homeless Ministry 
In Allegheny Commons Park 

 

Meet at Church at 9:30 am. 
Bring Socks or Gloves & a pre-
packaged individual snack to 

hand out. Back by 12. 
 

Giant Youth Group 

Sunday, January 21st at 6:00 pm 

Youth from Presbyterian Churches all over 
Pittsburgh are getting together for one really 

BIG Youth Group night!   

Games, contests 
w/ prizes, a wor-
ship band and 
this guy  

 

will do a Youth 
Group version of 
a “sermon”.  He’s 
pretty awesome,  
I know him.  His 
name is Mark-O.  

$5 per person 

Winter Retreat  
Sun-Mon February 18-19.  

If 10 people sign up, we’ll go on a winter retreat to 

cabins in the Laurel Highlands. Great outdoor spac-

es, sledding, campfires, game room, giant Labyrinth, 

Mini-golf in the snow? Why not?!   $65 per person  

https://www.remind.com/classes/32k69d/messages/announcements/everyone#
http://crestfieldcc.org/events/crestfield-sponsored-retreats/3-30-hour-famine
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for JANUARY Revelations is DECEMBER 15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 JANUARY REVELATIONS In topic line. 

LIVING WITH LOSS 
Have you experienced a loss in your life?  A loss of a loved one, a friend, a pet, or a job?  Loss is a way of 
life, but it’s not easy; we need help learning to live with it.  And so we are  starting a support group called 
“Living  with Loss.”  We will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from 7-8:00 PM at the Community 
Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  Leaders are trained in grief counseling.  Child care is available if      
needed.  Our next meeting is Tuesday, December 12.  Questions?   Email Donna Giver-Johnston at       
pastordonna@cpcab.org or Susan Fink at SusanMFink@gmail.com. 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the             
Conference Room.  All are welcome.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

 December 6  Isaiah 65:17-25 and Luke 1:26-38     December 13  Isaiah 11:1-9; Matthew 1:18-25 

 December 20  Isaiah 9:2-7; John 1:1-5 ; Luke 2:1-20   December 27  Psalm 148 and Luke 2:22-40 

                      DECEMBER BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club's November meeting will be on Tuesday, December 5.  
 

Everyone is invited to participate.  We meet at 7:30 PM, in the Conference Room on the     
first Tuesday of each month from September through May.  The December book is News of the World     
by Paulette Jiles and will be lead by Mary Witul.  If you would like the book list for the year or have any  
questions please contact Merle Culley at merleculley@zoominternet.net  

 

Extra!  Extra!  Read All About It! 
 

During Advent, a course called "Read the News!" will be offered by Pastor Donna to discuss the news of  
Jesus' day and what that has to say to us today.  We will meet at 9:00 AM on Sundays, Dec. 3, 10, 17 in 
the Conference Room.  No costs.  No books.  No sign ups.  No fuss.   Come to one session; come to all 
sessions. 
 

Come just as you are.  Find joy in this Advent season. 

THE SHACK 
     In January, we will offer a six-week study based on the book and major motion picture The Shack.             
Using engaging scenes from the film, paired with relevant Scripture, this DVD-based study is an invitation  
to experience the ultimate truth about love, loss, and forgiveness.  We will show the full-length film in the 
Conference Room on Wednesday, January 3 from 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM.  Then for the next 5 Wednesdays 
(10:00-12:00), we will discuss questions raised by the film:  Where is God when I need him most?                 
How do we forgive people who have hurt us? 
 

We will also show the film on Sunday, January 7 from 5:00 - 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Come, bring your questions, and with the help of others, find answers and healing you are looking for. 

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net
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GENEROSITY CAMPAIGN & GIVING REMINDER 
 

There is still time to time to turn in your 2018 Generosity Pledge Cards. So far we have received              
58 pledges totaling $190,842.  Last year we received 81 pledges totaling $237,862   
 

You can still drop your pledge cards in the offering plate on Sundays or mail them to the church office.  
 

Also, as of the end of November, giving totaled $235,524, which is 102% of giving through November of 
last year and 89% of the 2017 Giving Budget.  You still have time to complete your 2017 pledge, but all 
contributions for 2017 federal tax credit must be postmarked by December 31, 2017. 

 

CPCBA 2018 WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 

in company with women of Pittsburgh Presbytery 
 

APRIL 20-22, Friday evening through Sunday morning 
 

CRESTFIELD CONFERENCE CENTER 
 

SCOTT LODGE – each room has an en suite bath 
 

THEME:   GRACE ALIVE!  
 

LEADER – Rev. Jane Esterline 
 

We have rooms pre-reserved for 22 Ben Avon women: 

5 doubles (approx $115 each), 3 triples ($107) and 3 singles ($150) 
 

Open registration begins January 2, 2018.  If our Ben Avon rooms are not spoken for by then, they will 
be made available for other women. 

 

Please complete the form below NOW to express your interest! 

Fees to attend will be collected after December 1. 

 
 
 
NAME:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HOME PHONE:  ________________________                 MOBILE PHONE:  ___________________ 

 
EMAIL:  _______________________________ 

 
I am interested in: 

 
 Single______ 

 
 Double with roommate:  ________________________________________ 

 
 Triple with roommates:  _________________________________________ 

 
                                        _________________________________________ 

 
 

Return form to church office or call Jean Henderson – 412-352-8001 
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It’s that time of year again . . . COOKIE TIME! 
 

Bakers, we need your help!  Cookies are needed for all of our upcoming Advent events 
beginning on Sunday, December 10, so please pull out your favorite cookie recipes to  

begin making . . .   
 

COOKIES, COOKIES, COOKIES! 
 

Please take a Christmas cookie tin, fill it with your favorite cookies, then bring back the full tin  
and place it in the kitchen.   

 

Thank you for sharing your baking talents! 

Take the Challenge! 
 

     Take that special someone to the sixth annual Northside Common Ministries Food Pantry Brunch       
Challenge.  It's the perfect holiday gift!  Join us on stage at the New Hazlett Theater, 6 Allegheny      
Square E, Pittsburgh, PA 15212 (Northside) on Saturday, January 20, at 11 a.m. for a delicious and    
entertaining brunch. Ten chefs are challenged to create an appetizer from an item always in stock in a  
local community food pantry.  This year's challenge item is canned beans. Come see what these chefs 
from local restaurants and catering companies can come up with while sampling items from their regular 
menus.  Enjoy the music of a local Mexican band  and decor as we celebrate our brothers and sisters  
from Mexico at this year's brunch.  
 

Tickets are on sale for just $25.  Send an email to jay.poliziani@ ncmin.org to secure your tickets.  

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE 

REMEMBER to return your UNWRAPPED gift with child’s tag attached by December 10.  

If you have any questions, please contact Jody Jackson (412-364-8573).   

  

Thanks to all who contributed to our          
2 Cents-a-Meal collection during worship 
on November 12. 

  

   We collected almost $470 to purchase food for 
the hungry and care for the poor.  
  

Keep saving your pennies for our next collection! 

Dear friends, 
 

Thank you for surprising me with many birthday 
blessings--song and cake and gifts, oh my!         
I was touched by your thoughtfulness and           
generosity.  
 

Gratefully yours, 
 

Pastor Donna 

THANK  YOU 

Thanksgiving Baskets update 
 

The deacons wish to extend our sincere appreciation to the congregation for the wonderful support that       
we received for our Thanksgiving Baskets project.  Members took turkeys off of our “Turkey Tree” in the 
Narthex, and generously donated food, gift cards, and cash that enabled us to provide Thanksgiving     
dinners to individuals and families in our community.  We worked with Pastor Donna, the Wooden Ladder 
Preschool, and the Avonworth School District to identify deserving recipients, and subsequently distributed 
baskets to 24 families.  We thank you for supporting this Thanksgiving ministry in our community. 
Bringing Christ to our community.  Bringing our community to Christ.    
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“Something old, Something New” 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; Be glad and rejoice.  (Isaiah 65:17-18) 

 

Gift and  Sat., Dec 2 (10 am-4 pm) & Sun. Dec. 3 (11:30 am-2 pm) 

Craft Show   Come and do some Christmas shopping, while supporting local artists   
   and crafters and enjoying lunch. 
 

Advent Worship Sun., Dec 3 First Sunday of Advent Worship at 10:30 am 
    

   Sun., Dec 10 Second Sunday of Advent Worship at 10:30 am 
 

Live Nativity with Sun., Dec. 10 at 6:00 pm  Come experience the story of Jesus’ birth with  
Animals  a live nativity of Mary and Joseph and even animals! 
 

Sounds of Christmas Sun., Dec. 10 at 7:00 pm  Come enjoy the festive music sung by the  
Choir Concert   various choirs from the area along with the Community Church 
   Chancel Choir.  Stay after for a time of refreshments and fellowship.   
    
 
Children’s  Sun., Dec. 17 Third Sunday of Advent Worship at 10:30 am 
  Pageant   Come experience the story of  Jesus’ birth as told by our children. 
   ALL children are welcome to participate!   
   No rehearsal necessary, but you must arrive at 9:00 am to find a costume. 
 
 
Community Meal Mon., Dec. 18 at 6:00 pm 
   Serve dinner at the Center in Bellevue  
   Visit with our neighbors in Christ and sing Christmas Carols together. 
 
 
Longest Night   Thur., Dec. 21 at 7:00 pm   
 Service  Come on the darkest night of the year to see the light of Christ,  
   hear words of comfort and sing songs of peace.  For those who are  
   feeling blue this season, come experience healing and hope.  
 
 
Christmas Eve Day Sun., Dec. 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship at 10:30 am 
          

Family Christmas  Sun., Dec. 24 at 6:00 pm  Come, children of all ages, to be part  
    Eve Service  of the Christmas story 
 

Candlelight  Sun., Dec. 24 at 9:00 pm  Come celebrate - with story, songs and the sacrament 
  Communion Service of communion - the incarnation of Jesus Christ.   
 
New Year’s Eve  Sun., Dec. 31 at 10:30 am   Come kick off the coming New Year  
     Worship  by giving glory to God in worship.  
 
    
Epiphany   Sun., Jan. 7 from 10:30 am-12:30 pm  
   Celebration  Come witness the journey of the magi in worship, then celebrate the gifts of  
   Epiphany during fellowship time with cake and fun for all. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 
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We Invite all to: 
Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

At CPCBA, we are: 
 

   Bringing Christ  

 to our Community. . . 
 

   Bringing our Community  

 to Christ. 

Christmas Joy 
Renewing Our Commitment to Those Less Fortunate 

 

   During the Advent Season, CPCBA will renew its commitment to a special offering.  Our denomination’s 
Christmas Joy offering originated during the Great Depression, when economic hardship was widespread.  
Despite the day-to-day challenges posed by those tough times, Presbyterians throughout the country         
recognized that as a group we were still truly blessed, and that we had a clear responsibility to share our 
blessings with those who were less fortunate.  That commitment has continued for more than 80 years. 
 

This year, in mid-December, each household in the congregation will receive a Christmas Joy offering       
envelope in the mail. 
 

As in past years, the funds received for this offering will be split into three equal shares: 

 One-third will be sent to the Pension Board to fund special grants for emergency assistance and other 
critical needs of retired missionaries, ministers, and church workers. 

 One-third will provide aid to Presbyterian-affiliated schools, both here and abroad, which attract       
students from diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds. 

 One-third will support the work of a designated mission agency.  This portion of the funds will be     
directed to “The Foundation of Hope”, part of the prison ministry at the Allegheny County Jail. In 2017, 
Community Church of Ben Avon opened our loving arms a little wider to embrace our neighbors, living 
within the walls of the jail. With this portion of the Christmas Joy collection CPCBA can help make the 
lives of these brothers and sisters a little more livable on into 2018. 
 

As the Advent Season proceeds, please keep an eye out for your Christmas Joy envelope, and give the 
offering your prayers and support.  As you do so, consider the word of the Lord from Matthew 25:36.  ‘I 
was naked, and you clothed me.  I was sick, and you took care of me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ 


