
Dear Friends, 
As I write this, we have just put away the Christmas decorations at church; the tree, the lights, the angels, 
and the nativity sets are all back in their storage places until next Christmas.  It’s hard to believe that just as 
we close the door and put away the manger, we open the door and get out the cross. 
 

This month, we begin the season of Lent:  the 40 day period in which, through story and song, penitence 
and prayer, we journey with Jesus to the cross.  The beginning and the end of Lent fall on surprising dates 
this year, which I think hold special significance. 
 

The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday, which falls on February 14th, Valentine’s Day.  The day we cele-
brate the love we share with a special someone seems to be an odd day to be marked with ash and hear 
the words, “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”  It seems odd to talk about Jesus’ death on a day that we cele-
brate love.  But actually, it seems oddly appropriate that Lent begins on a day of love.  It is as if God sends 
us a Valentine's’ Day card that reads: “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
 

The last day of Lent is April 1st, April Fool’s Day.  The day we try to fool someone by saying something that 
is not true or unbelievable seems an odd day to be proclaiming the outrageous truth like” Christ is risen from 
the dead!”  But actually, it seems oddly appropriate that on April 1st, we will celebrate the good news of 
Easter:  “Christ is risen!”  No foolin’.  No April Fool’s joke.  This is a gift from God. “God sent his Son into the 
world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:17).   On Easter, 
we will proclaim the amazing truth of God’s love: Christ is risen indeed!  
 

The beginning of Lent (Feb. 14) and the end of Lent (April 1) highlight the truth that this season is to remind 
us that:  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not per-
ish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Lent begins with the gift of God’s love and ends with the promise of 
eternal life.   
 

Lent is a holy season that has the power to ignite our faith.  During Lent, we will offer worship services that 
will reflect on God’s love as spoken through the prophets; Lenten supper program to nurture our faith to-
gether; and a Lenten devotional that focuses on Jesus and the prophets.  This Lent, I hope you will allow 
yourself to be reminded of the power of God’s mercy and love for you, by answering God’s invitation, as  
expressed in Ann Weems’ poem “Come Unto Me:” 

 

When the journey gets too hard, 
when we feel depleted, 

when our compassion turns to complaining, 
when our efforts toward justice and mercy 

seem to get us nowhere, 
it’s time to remember the humility part— 

that it is God who has made us 
and not we ourselves; 

that the saving of the world or even part of it 
is not on our shoulders. 

It is then we can come unto him, 
and he will give us rest. 

With rest we’ll remember 
what it is we are about. 

 

Lenten blessings, 
 
 
 
 
 

february           2018 
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      Fundraising without losing your soul 
 

If you have kids, are related to or live near kids or have ever seen a kid, you have experienced The Fundraiser.  
At this very moment, my child is expected to be selling cookies, popcorn and hoagies - all at the same time.  I 
will confess that we are weary.  We want our child to have “skin in the game” and to understand that goals 
worth achieving require work.  But our view of what school and activities are like now as opposed to when I 
was a kid has made us very protective of our time and our sanity.  Levels of stress and anxiety among teens 
today have never been higher.  There is more homework, constant pressure to achieve 4.0 with 2,000 SAT, 
plus the resume of a bi-lingual Peace Corps volunteer with Pulitzer quality writing who is Olympic sports ma-
terial.  All this so you can get in to college and come out the other side ready to spend the rest of your life 
“fundraising” to pay off your loans.  And in your spare time, could you please raise money for your team, your 
play, your troop, your band, and your church. Sigh. This is one of those days I’d prefer to go back to a trade 
and barter system.   
 

Youth Directors through the ages have lost sleep over Fundraising.  It isn’t what they pictured doing in Minis-
try. Deep questions of God and your place in the universe, encouragement in hard times, being there for that 
lightbulb moment when kids see, feel, find God in their lives - That’s Ministry.  Not so much with the shilling 
and fundraiser research and “robbing Peter to pay Paul”.  It’s a struggle between your reality and religion.   
 

You may have surmised by now, we are entering the season of Mission Trip Fundraising.  I don’t love it. 
That’s the truth. It’s an entirely different skill set, and one I’m not great at.  My Pastor in the church where I 
grew up was very blunt about what it took to fund ministry. Verging on cringe-worthy. He didn’t dance around 
the point, ever.  But our confirmation class and our youth group and our mission trips were open to anyone at 
no cost.  And I had friends there who I know didn’t have a dime, even though it was a neighborhood very 
much like ours.  Our kids have those friends too.   
 

Yet the pain of fundraising is such an extreme contrast to the joy and heart of a Mission Trip!  Friendships 
are cemented, views on life are hotly debated, gifts/skills are discovered, prayers are whispered and hardships 
shared.  It is a big, beautiful romp down the path with God.  I want to move heaven & earth to make it possible 
for all who follow that path.  I just don’t want to sell popcorn. 
 

So here it is, the basics:  If you can help us fundraise, thank God. We will put your investment to good use. If 
you can’t, you are not alone. Please let your child come anyway.  We’ll figure it out.  If you spent your last 
dime on that adorable cookie peddling girl scout, we completely understand!  

If you feel you are meant to send a kid to discover Mission work, I have a few who will make you proud. 
 

• Mission trips are a very big deal for our Youth Group, 25 people went last year.  

• We are called to do this work. We teach it every Sunday. We raised them to want to do this.  

• Kids see examples of how to talk with the hurting and then practice it themselves.  

• Adults are reminded of that feeling of pure, unrestrained joy in moments of play. We need that. 

• We learn to live and eat and work & play together in a way most folks don’t anymore.  

• Kids need the adults on Mission trips in their lives. They take an interest, it’s vital to good growth. 

• It is important. It can be life changing. 
 

Please pray for this endeavor. Last year prayer was a game-changer. Really. God will get us where we need to 
be.  In the mean time, we’ll pass the hat. It costs about $350 per kid to serve in mission work these days.  
That’s a lot of cookie popcorn hoagies;)  Instead, let’s have a dinner together or we’ll babysit so you can have 
a date night. Sponsoring a kid or buying a “Piece of the Road” is also an option. Stay tuned for opportunities!  

I thank you for listening and am grateful for your support.         -Melanie Holcomb, Director of Christian Education 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 30th, 5:00-9:00 pm - Eat dinner with us at Blaze Pizza (Settler’s Ridge) 
and they will donate 20% of the proceeds to our Mission Trip.   

Look for the “Please donate 20%” flyer in next month’s Revelations! Also on Facebook and www.cpcba.org 
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Thurs-Friday 

March 29-30 
 

Holy Week Lock-In 
Maundy Thursday to Good Friday 

 

Starts at 5:00 pm Thursday 
Ends 10:00 am Friday 

Keep watch thru the night 
Prepare for the dawn 

of Easter 

Y
O
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SATURDAY 

February 3rd 
 

Homeless Ministry 
In Allegheny Commons Park 

 

Meet at Church at 10:00 am. 
Bring socks & a pre-packaged 
individual snack to hand out. 

Back by 12. 
 

Winter Retreat  
Sun-Mon February 18-19.  

Winter retreat to the Laurel Highlands. Sledding, 

campfires, game room, giant Labyrinth, Mini-golf in 

the snow!?  $65 each   Register at this link:  

https://goo.gl/forms/YOZcFQn56QYYfwHj2  

 

FEBRUARY 
 

3  Socks & Snax for the Homeless.  
 Meet at Church @ 10:00 am.  Bring 
 socks & packaged individual  snacks 
 to hand out. Back by 12 noon. 

 

4 @ 5-7:00 pm. Youth Group.  
 Dinner, devotions & downtime.  
 

12  Monday @ 5:30-7:30 pm. Youth 
 serve at Men’s Shelter. Meet@church. 

 

14  Ash Wednesday 
 6:00 dinner, 7:00 worship 
 

18-19   Youth Retreat !!   
   See info above 
 

21  Lent Wed dinner & activity 6-8 pm. 
 Help make clay pots w/ kids, then 
 take 20 minutes together-Youth time. 
 

28 Lent Wed dinner & activity 6-8 pm. 
 Help kids make mosaic crosses, then 
 take 20 minutes together-Youth time. 
 

MARCH 
 

29-30  Holy Week LOCK-IN!  
 Maundy Thursday to Good Friday.  

MONDAY 

February 12 
 

Men’s Shelter Meal  
at Pleasant Valley Shelter 

 

Meet at Church at 5:30 pm 
Bring any amount of hard 

boiled eggs, shells on.  
Back by 8pm. 

NOTICE 
During Lent (2/14 to 4/1) 

Sunday night Youth Group will be 
changed to Wednesday night  
Lenten dinners & activities. 

Church dinner, hands on lesson, 
Youth time. 6-8pm. 

http://crestfieldcc.org/events/crestfield-sponsored-retreats/3-30-hour-famine
https://goo.gl/forms/YOZcFQn56QYYfwHj2
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for MARCH Revelations is  15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 MARCH REVELATIONS in topic line. 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the             
Conference Room.  All are welcome.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

Feb. 7     2 Corinthians 4:3-6 and Mark 9:2-9 
Feb. 14   Ezekiel 37:1-15 and Mark 1:9-15 
Feb. 21   Genesis 17:1-7 and Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Feb. 28   Exodus 20:1-17 and Matthew 22:24-40  

     BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club's next meeting will be on February 6, 2018.  
 

Everyone is invited to participate.  We meet at 7:30 PM, in the Conference Room on the     
first Tuesday of each month from September through May.  The February book is The Color 

of Water by James McBride and will be lead by Sue Turk.  If you would like the book list for the year or 
have any questions please contact Merle Culley at merleculley@zoominternet.net  

LIVING WITH LOSS 
Have you experienced a loss in your life?  A loss of a loved one, a friend, a pet, or a job?  Loss is a way of 
life, but it’s not easy; we need help learning to live with it.  And so we are  starting a support group called 
“Living  with Loss.”  We will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from 7-8:00 PM at the Community 
Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  Leaders are trained in grief counseling.  Child care is available if      
needed.  Our next meeting is Tuesday, February 13.  Questions?   Email Donna Giver-Johnston at          
pastordonna@cpcab.org or Susan Fink at SusanMFink@gmail.com. 

 

To the Congregation of Community Presbyterian Church 
 
 For all of the encouraging cards & calls, 
 For all of the delicious meals, 
 For all of those stepping in making the Craft Show 
 such a success and the Deacons covering for me, 
 For the streaming of the Sunday Worship service, 
 For our caring friends,   
 For all of the prayers, they are sincerely felt.  
 

Bless You All, 
 

   Ed & Sandy Stauffer   

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net
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COMING IN APRIL! 

Marriage as Ministry: 
Living out the Fruits of the Spirit in Marriage 

 

Friday, April 6     7 to 9 p.m.  Saturday, April 7     9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

Galatians 5 calls us to exhibit love, joy, peace, patience, kindness and more – a daunting list.  And often, 
the people we live with are the hardest to treat this way!  But could it be that marriage is a tool that God 
uses to develop these qualities in us?  Could it be that this work is one of our most precious and important 
jobs?  
 

Come explore these possibilities, learn and practice new relationship tools, and laugh and grow alongside 
your spouse at this fun, interactive, 2-part workshop. 
 

Led by Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry’s Cassy Wimmer (MSW, LSW), the workshop combines the latest 
relationship research with God’s timeless principles about the people He is calling us to become. 
 

The cost is $40 per couple, which includes lunch Saturday and other refreshments. Scholarships are   
available, and childcare is free. 
 
Questions? Ready to sign up?  Email Kristin Dillon at kedillon1@verizon.net.  

LENT AT COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Wednesday Night Live at Community Church  6:00-8:00 pm 
 

Come, each Wednesday Night of Lent for a Feast:  A feast for body, mind, and spirit! 

Body:  We will eat supper together at 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall (free-will offering taken) 

Mind:  We will discuss together topics of faith (Animate, a DVD study), including:                                                  

“Faith is a Quest,” “The Revolution of Love,” “Where God Is,” and “An Imperfect Family” 

Spirit:  We will worship and fellowship together around tables 
 

February 21, 28; March 7, 14, 21 
  6:00 PM Supper and 7:00 PM Worship and Program 

 

Registration form available in bulletins and on-line (www.cpcba.org),                                                                  
by email (office@cpcba.org) or by calling the church office (412-761-1233) 

 

Lent Worship 
 

Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday 
6:00 PM Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM  Worship Service in Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, March 29—Maundy Thursday 
6:00 PM  Supper in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 PM  Good Friday Worship Service in Sanctuary 

 
Come, just as you are 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek 
Become the person you were created to be 

 

For Children & Youth 
After dinner hands-on creation. 

Clay, mosaics, metalwork! 
Youth will help with crafts,  

then have some  
“Just Us” time. 

http://www.cpcba.org
mailto:office@cpcba.org
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA 
 

Bring your sewing machines, thread and smiles.   
Material, bias tape, elastic and lunch will be provided.   

 

The date is Saturday, March 10 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
Please contact Jody Jackson for information and reservations at 412-364-8573.  
We look forward to another great day of sewing, fellowship and lots of laughs. 

Invite anyone you think may like to join us in this project.  God bless. 

World Vision Day 

Saturday, March 3               9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
 

Help sort and pack clothing at the World Vision Distribution Center located in Sewickley for shipment here 
at home and overseas.  This work is somewhat physical, but very gratifying and it takes a little over 3 hours.  
If you haven't volunteered before, you need to try it to see how much fun this is.  If you wish to carpool, we 
will meet at the church at 8:30 AM, and return by 12:15 PM.  Get to know your fellow church members.  
See you there! 

2017 Christmas Collections 
 
 

In time for Christmas, 58 gifts were donated by CPCBA members for the Salvation Army Angel Tree drive; 
each was valued at approximately $25. 
 

On December 17 the Outreach Committee lit the Joy Candle for Advent to remind the congregation of the 
Christmas Joy offering, a tradition going back more than 70 years among Presbyterians throughout the 
country.  Once again CPCBA came through with donations totaling $2,738.00.  As always, the funds were 
split into three equal shares: 
 

· One-third was sent to the Pension Board to fund special grants for emergency assistance and 
 other critical needs of retired missionaries, ministers, and church workers. 

· One-third provided aid to Presbyterian-affiliated schools, both here and abroad, which attract 
 students from diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds. 

· One-third or $913.00 will go to “Foundation of Hope” (Allegheny County Prison Ministry)   

Bread Sunday Scheduled for March 4 
 

During Lent, our Sundays are marked by mission-related events and announcements, leading up to the    
annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering, which is received on Palm Sunday. 
 

The kickoff event is always Bread Sunday, and this year Bread Sunday will happen on March 4. 
 

We will collect donations of bread during the worship service, and then make the donated bread available 
during the fellowship hour, in exchange for cash donations. 
 

Members are asked to bake or purchase breads, quick breads, rolls, or muffins.  Please attach descriptive 
labels to your donations (indicating, for example, if the bread contains nuts) and bring them with you to 
church on Sunday the 4th. 
 

All proceeds from Bread Sunday will be directed to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. 

OUTREACH 
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CPCBA 2018 WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 

in company with women of Pittsburgh Presbytery 
 

APRIL 20-22, Friday evening through Sunday morning 
 

CRESTFIELD CONFERENCE CENTER 
 

SCOTT LODGE – each room has an en suite bath 
 

THEME:   GRACE ALIVE!  
 

LEADER – Rev. Jane Esterline 
 

Registration forms available in the Narthex  
 

Return form to church office or call Jean Henderson – 412-352-8001 

How Deacons served in 2017  
 

D -  Delivered 24 Thanksgiving Turkey baskets — five to Wooden Ladder families, 10 to Avonworth  
 families and 9 to CPCBA families and friends.  
 

E -  Enjoyed great events like the August picnic and the Christmas Craft show. 
 

A -  Announcing upcoming events like Epiphany (more good worship and cake), Lenten Suppers in  
 February and March and a men’s shelter visit in March.  
 

C -  Come to you just as you are and Come to Church just as we are, looking for Christ in ourselves and 
others  

 

O -  Outstanding members of our congregation inspire us through stories and kindness.  
 

N -  Needs of others is our focus with providing meals, making visits, sending cards, delivering flowers, 
providing rides to church and starting a new prison ministry.  

 

S -  Serving others so that all may come to know the love of Jesus Christ. 

DEACON DOINGS 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, February 11 after worship 
 

      Session has called the annual meeting of the congregation for the purpose of: 

1)    Reviewing the annual reports of the committees for 2017 
2)    Receiving the church budget for 2018 
3)    Approving the Pastor’s terms of call 
 

All are welcome and encouraged to stay to celebrate our journey in faith together!  
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We Invite all to: 
Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

At CPCBA, we are: 
 

   Bringing Christ  

 to our Community. . . 
 

   Bringing our Community  

 to Christ. 

 

TOGETHER WE ARE THE CHURCH  

 

Staff 
Ministers ........................................................ The Whole Congregation 
Pastor… ........................................................ Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston 
Administrative Assistant…… ......................... Tracey Mundorf 
Directory of Music.......................................... Timothy Heavner 
Director of Christian Education...................... Melanie Holcomb 

Board and Committee Leadership 

Clerk of Session…………… .......................... Deb Sadowski 
Trustees, President ....................................... John Buchanan 
Treasurer ....................................................... Trudy File 
Deacons Co-Moderators ............................... Stephen Fockler/Denny Brown 
Wooden Ladder Preschool ............................ Teresa Beshai 
Financial Secretary ........................................ Barbara Barcousky 
Christian Education ....................................... Alison Trexel/Teresa Beshai 
Fellowship  .................................................... Kate Colville/Diana Petruska 
Mission & Outreach ....................................... Lyn Robertson/Deb Sadowski 
Nominating .................................................... Amy Reed 
Personnel ...................................................... Ralph Fink/Amy Reed 
Property ......................................................... Jeff Houser, Sr./Bob Nadin 
Finance .......................................................... John Buchanan 
Stewardship ................................................... Bob Nadin/Diana Petruska 
Worship & Music ........................................... Susan Abramowich 
Communications ............................................ Deb Sadowski//Steve Mellon 
Small Groups ................................................. Teresa Beshai/Lyn Robertson 
Stephen Ministry ............................................ Lyn Robertson 

Deacon Comfort and Joy Contacts 

For Meal Assistance: 
Susan Geist (412-427-8339 or email:  susangeist@verizon.net) 

For Grief Support: 
PJ Jones (412-400-4346 or email:  pj@rbjonescorp.com) 

For Visitation: 
Mary Witul (412-734-2772 or email:  marywitul@comcast.net) or 

Sue Turk (814-323-6399 or email:  sturk215@gmail.com) 

For Card Ministry: 
Lindsey Spatholt (716-998-2535 or  

email:  lindsey.spatholt@gmail.com) 
 

Please help the Deacons share the concern of our community 
by letting us know whether you, or a friend or family member,  

would welcome a visit.  Requests can be made to any Deacon. 

Prayer Concerns 

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, 
Please email Sandy Stauffer at esstauff@verizon.net or 

you can call Tracey in the church office at 412-761-1233. 


