
 

Dear Friends,  
 

In the Lent issue of Journal for Preachers I found this gem.  Thomas Currie begins his article “Not without 
Tears,” by quoting a sermonic essay in which William Muehl tells of a group of parents waiting in a church 
hall to pick up their nursery school children from their last pre-Christmas class session. 
 

As the youngsters ran from their lockers, each one carried in his hands the “surprise,” 
the brightly wrapped package on which he had been working diligently for weeks.  One small 
boy, trying to run, put on this coat, and wave, all at the same time, slipped and fell.  The 
“surprise” flew out of his grasp, landed on the floor, and broke with an obvious ceramic crash. 

The child’s first reaction was one of stunned silence.  But in a moment he set up an    
inconsolable wail.  His father, thinking to comfort him, knelt down and murmured, “Now, it 
doesn’t matter.  It really doesn’t matter.”   

But his mother, much wiser in such affairs, swept the boy into her arms and said, “Oh, 
but it does matter.  It matters a great deal.”  And she wept with her son.   

 

This touched me as a powerful illustration of the central truth of the Christian story—the redemption found in 
Jesus Christ.  We have all experienced brokenness in our lives.  Some things can be fixed and healed and 
put back together.  Other things cannot.  In response, we have cried tears of pain and shame, regret and 
lament.  At times in our lives, we have moved from stunned silence to an inconsolable wail.  And likely, we 
have been told to get over it; it doesn’t matter.     
 

Scripture is well acquainted with tears.  David cried when his city was burned and his family taken captive.  
Rachel wept when her children were killed.  Peter wept when he denied Jesus.  Even Jesus wept when his 
friend Lazarus died.  The Psalmist cried out to God, saying:  “You have put my tears in a bottle.”  It matters 
to God so much that not a single tear is wasted—God turns them into a healing balm.   
 

When people talk with me about difficult parts of their lives, they often start to cry and then apologize.  I   
respond by saying, “Tears are healing.  Let them flow.”  During Lent, we are given space and encouraged  
to reflect on the broken parts of our lives, to acknowledge the pain, to let the tears flow, and to begin the 
healing.  During Holy Week, we will tell the painful story of the crucifixion and death of Jesus—the story of 
God allowing his Son to be broken so that through him we can be made whole—because it does matter.   
 

Come Easter morning, we will tell the story of how Mary went to the tomb and stood there weeping.  The 
resurrected Jesus appeared to her and asked, “Mary, why are you weeping?  I am risen from the dead.    
Go tell the others the good news.”  Surprise!  Jesus turns death to life and tears to joy.   
 

In the book of Revelation, we are promised a new heaven, where “God will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.”   
 

Some people will tell you that Easter doesn’t matter. But, we believe it does matter.  Why?  Because Easter 
tells the truth—that is, in tears and in joy, in brokenness and in healing, in life and in death, we belong to 
God.  Now that’s a truth that matters--a great deal!        
 

Lenten blessings, 

March           2018 

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA  15202 
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What’s a 100 Grid ?? 
 

Go look in the church Narthex! 

It’s colorful, it’s got numbered pockets, each 

pocket has a little stick person in it. 
 

Here’s the idea: 

• Pick a dollar amount from 1-100 that meets 
your ability to help support our Mission Trip 

• Put that $ amount in the numbered pocket 

• Take the little stick person to remind you that 
you helped a Youth serve others in the world! 

 

Watch the stick people disappear.  Each one 
represents a step on the path to a Mission Trip. 
  
This experience for Youth involves: 

• Serving others who are in deep need 

• Hard work, long hours & tired muscles 

• Learning to live in community 

• Being the hands & feet of Jesus in the world 

• A week of daily prayer, worship & work 

• Widening a world view 

• Some fun along the way 

From July 8-14th  
we will travel to  
Hampden, WV. 
 
It is located in Mingo County, the 
2nd poorest county in WV.  The 
need there is tremendous.  Poverty 
is extreme in many places.  Unem-
ployment is high.  Many children are 
in need of a safe and dry home and 
we can help them with our skills. 

Hampden is on the WV-KY border 
and is actually Hatfield and McCoy 
territory.  Hatfield's are WV, McCoy 
the KY folks.  You can watch the 
Kevin Costner version of the feud to 
get a good idea of the violence that 
is the history of this area.  (folks 
there "approve" of this Hollywood 
version).  It's a Miniseries on the 
History Channel. 

We ask for your support as we put our faith into practice.  
Thank You for any amount you are able to give! 

Photo credit:  Hadley Holcomb, youth 
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YOUTH  

SATURDAY 

March 3rd 
 

World Vision Work 
9am– 12pm 

Help sort & box donated clothes 
Meet at Church at 8:30am or 

Meet us there at 9:00 am 
 

210 Overlook Dr.  
Sewickley, PA 15143  

 

Thurs-Friday 

March 29-30 
 

Holy Week Lock-In 
Maundy Thursday to Good Friday 

 

Starts at 5:00 pm Thursday 
Ends 10:00 am Friday 

Keep watch thru the night 
Prepare for the dawn 

of Easter 
 

NOTICE 
During Lent  
(2/14 to 4/1) 

 

Sunday night Youth Group will 
be changed to Wednesday night  

Lenten dinners & activities. 
Church dinner, hands on lesson, 

Youth time.  
Join us 6-8pm! 

 

Through the Darkness:  
A Lock-in for High Schoolers 

 

Did you look at the news, then wish you hadn’t?  
Seen a post or txt you wish you didn’t have to? 

 

We’re taught to handle happy times,  

not hard times. 
We haven’t seen many examples of how to be  

with someone who is hurting. 

We can feel alone in a crowd,  

isolated by our grief or anxiety. 
 

 Whether it’s a global disaster, a school shooting, 
parents’ divorce, or the death of a friend, there’s nothing 
easy about tragedy.  It can make us feel like we’re walk-
ing around in total darkness—where nothing seems 
quite right and there are more questions than answers. 
What do we say?  What do we do? What happens next?  
And, how long will it take before things go back to 
“normal”?  
 At some point, we‘ll all find ourselves in or around 
darkness, but being there doesn’t mean we have to stay 
there.  There’s a way through to the other side, to heal-
ing. 
 

Come experience the darkness of  

Holy Week and look for the Light.  
Before you can heal, you have to feel. 

Be a friend not a fixer. 

Nothing can pull you from God who loves you.  
 

5:00 pm Thursday, March 28th to  
10:00 am Friday morning 

$10 per person 
 
*Life skills  *Light & Dark games  *Friends  *Good Friday 
    *Decorate for Easter  *Live a little!  *Share the love  
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PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the             
Conference Room.  All are welcome.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

March 7--Exodus 20:1-17 and John 3:14-21 
March 14--Isaiah 43:1-7 and Romans 8:31-38  
March 21--Mark 11:1-11 and Mark 15:1-39 
March 28--Mark 16:1-8 

LIVING WITH LOSS 
Have you experienced a loss in your life?  A loss of a loved one, a friend, a pet, or a job?  Loss is a way of 
life, but it’s not easy; we need help learning to live with it.  And so we are  starting a support group called 
“Living  with Loss.”  We will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from 7-8:00 PM at the Community 
Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  Leaders are trained in grief counseling.  Child care is available if      
needed.  Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 13.  Questions?   Email Donna Giver-Johnston at          
pastordonna@cpcab.org or Susan Fink at SusanMFink@gmail.com. 

RESCHEULED NEW MEMBER CLASS 

SUNDAY, MAY 6 
 

You are invited to meet with Pastor Donna Giver-Johnston at 9:00 AM in her study on 
Sunday, May 6.  The informal discussion will last one hour.  If you wish to join, you will meet with Session 
on Tuesday, May 15  at 7:00 PM to have your membership  confirmed.  Then, you will be presented to the 
congregation and welcomed warmly at the 10:30 AM worship on Sunday, May 20. 
 

Please talk with Pastor Donna if you have any questions.  You can register for the class by emailing 
Tracey at office@cpcba.org or calling the church office at 412-761-1233. 
 

Come, just as you are. Find the joy and inspiration you seek.  Become the person you were created to be. 

WOODEN LADDER PRESCHOOL 
Wooden Ladder Preschool has some available space for the 2018-2019 school year.  
Openings are available in our 2-year old Thursday class (9-11:30) and our 3-year old 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon class (12:30-3).  If you are interested in 
taking a tour, or have questions about registration, please call 412-761-9195 or email 
woodenladderpreschool@gmail.com .  Registration forms can be found on our 
website, woodenladderpreschool.com. We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

 

Community Theatre Players (CTP) 
announce their spring production 

 

Community Theatre Players will present The Odd Couple on April 26, 27, 28 at 7:30 PM and Sunday, 
April 29 (matinee) at 2:00 PM.  Watch for additional information. 

mailto:woodenladderpreschool@gmail.com
http://woodenladderpreschool.com
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LENT AT COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Wednesday Night Live at Community Church  6:00-8:00 pm 
 

Come, each Wednesday Night of Lent for a Feast: for body, mind, and spirit! 

Body:  We will eat supper together at 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall  

(free-will offering taken) 

Mind:  We will discuss together topics of faith (Animate, a DVD study), including:                                                  

“Faith is a Quest,” “The Revolution of Love,” “Where God Is,” and “An Imperfect Family” 

Spirit:  We will worship and fellowship together around tables 
 

March 7, 14, 21 
  6:00 PM Supper and 7:00 PM Worship and Program 

 

Registration form available in bulletins and on-line (www.cpcba.org),                                                                  
by email (office@cpcba.org) or by calling the church office 

(412-761-1233) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Come, just as you are 

 Find the joy and inspiration you seek 
      Become the person you were created to be 

 

For Children & Youth 
After dinner hands-on creation. 

Clay, mosaics, metalwork! 
Youth will help with crafts,  

then have some  
“Just Us” time. 

Come worship with Us  
Holy Week 

 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday - March 25 
10:30 AM Worship 
 

Maundy Thursday - March 29 
  6:00 PM  Supper, Fellowship Hall 

  7:00 PM  Good Friday Worship Service, Sanctuary 
 

Easter Sunday - April 1 
  7:00 AM — Sunrise Service, Ben Avon Heights Park 

  9:30 AM — Continental Breakfast served by Fellowship 

10:30 AM — Festival Worship Service with Communion 
 

At the conclusion of the Festival worship service, we will 
be going out to the front yard of the church to transform 
the cross from a symbol of death to a symbol of new life 
by covering it with fresh flowers.   Please bring flowers 

from your own garden or Giant Eagle. 

Palm Sunday  
 
Join us on Palm Sunday, March 25 
at 10:15 AM outside the church        
with your palms as we remember 
Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem to the 
shouts of Hosannas. 
 

All are welcome! 

http://www.cpcba.org
mailto:office@cpcba.org
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Flowers may be donated to the Glory of God, and/or in memory or in honor of a special       
person or people in your life.  These arrangements are $40 a vase.  Call the office at            
412-761-1233 or email Tracey at office@cpcba.org today to reserve a date. 

Thank You for Your GREAT Help 
 

The Deacons would like to take this opportunity to thank those church members who have lent their time and 
talents to the support our Deacon ministry throughout the year. 

We wish to thank the members of the Flower Committee for the beautiful floral arrangements which they  
supply for worship each week.  Thank you Gail Bernauer, Kristin Dillon, Jane Miller, Leslie Miller, Lyn      
Robertson, Kristin Thompson, and Scott Wilwohl.       

A very heartfelt thanks to Janet and Tom Jackson for assisting the Deacons with our visitation ministry.     
Janet and Tom have brought great joy to those church members who they have visited throughout the past 
year.    

We want to acknowledge and thank those who have faithfully supported our transportation ministry.           
We greatly appreciate the willingness of Patrick Abramowich, Barb and Len Barcousky, Clair and Roger         
Cranville, Sue and Dick Herchenroether, Jody Jackson, Tim Miller, Diana Petruska, Barbara and Royce Rice, 
and Walt Robertson to drive members to and from church when needed.  Thank you so much.    

A special thank you to Susan Abramowich, Kate Colville, Marty Houser, Brenda Mellon, Diana Petruska,   
Nathan Thompson, and to Scott Wilwohl for assistance and support of various Deacon projects and needs 
throughout the year.  And, of course, we could not function without the support and guidance of Pastor     
Donna and the entire church staff.   

We are truly blessed to have such great support not only from all of the above but from the entire             
congregation.  Thank you.   

- The Deacons 

DEACON DOINGS 

 

PRISON MINISTRY DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

It’s time once again to support our Prison Ministry by collecting much needed items for the inmate           
community at the Allegheny County Jail.  In March, we will collect personal hygiene items. Please donate: 
 

Full Size Toiletries 
• Toothpaste/toothbrush  • Shampoo   • Conditioner  
• Deodorant (stick not gel or spray)  • Body lotion   • Bath-size bars of soap 

 

During the month of March, you will find the donation box located in the narthex.  

Keep in Touch (KIT) 
 

Because God calls us to care for one another, Elders and Deacons will be reaching out to keep in touch with 
church members and regular visitors so that everyone continues to be and feel a part of the church and our 
family of faith.  So, if you get a phone call or receive a card from a fellow church member, they are not ask-
ing for money or for you to be on a committee, they are just trying to keep in touch.   
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God.  (1 John 4:7) 
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PARDON OUR MESS 
 

The Property Committee, with Session approval, has hired Burns & Scalo to remove old 
shingles, make necessary roof repairs and apply new shingles to the roof above Fellow-
ship Hall.  They will also be replacing several adjacent flat roofs. Weather and large size 
of Fellowship Hall roof will affect how quickly this project will be completed.  Thank you 
for your  patience as we keep our church building in good working order, so that we can 
fulfill our calling—to bring Christ to our community and our community to Christ. 

for APRIL Revelations is March 15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 APRIL REVELATIONS in topic line. 

EASTER FLOWER SALE 

Now through Tuesday, March 13 

Flowers Given For: 
      In In 

 Name:           Memory   Honor 

 __________________    
 __________________    
 __________________    
 __________________    
 

orLilies    x $9   
Hyacinths   x $9   

Tulips   x $9   

Daffodils   x $9   

  

 Total Cost     

 Total Paid     

**Plants will be used to decorate the Sanctuary during the Easter Season.  You can take your plants home with 
you after the 10:30 AM Easter morning worship.  

*Orders can be dropped into the offering basket or mailed into the office with check payable to “CPCBA” (write 
“EASTER FLOWERS” in memo.) 

     BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club's next meeting will be on March 6, 2018.   Everyone is invited to participate.  
We meet at 7:30 PM, in the Conference Room on the first Tuesday of each month from Sep-
tember through May.  The March book is Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger and will be 

lead by  Mary Witul.  If you would like the book list for the year or have any questions please contact Merle 
Culley at merleculley@zoominternet.net  
The selection for April is A Spool of Blue Thread by Anne Tyler.  Discussion will be led by Linda Williams. 

GIVEN BY:   __________________________________________________________ 

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net
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LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA 
 

Bring your sewing machines, thread and smiles.   
Material, bias tape, elastic and lunch will be provided.   

 

The date is Saturday, March 10 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
Please contact Jody Jackson for information and reservations at 412-364-8573.  

 
We look forward to another great day of sewing, fellowship and lots of laughs. 

Invite anyone you think may like to join us in this project.  God bless. 

World Vision Day 

Saturday, March 3               9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
 

Help sort and pack clothing at the World Vision Distribution Center located in Sewickley for shipment here 
at home and overseas.  This work is somewhat physical, but very gratifying and it takes a little over 3 hours.  
If you haven't volunteered before, you need to try it to see how much fun this is.  If you wish to carpool, we 
will meet at the church at 8:30 AM, and return by 12:15 PM.  Get to know your fellow church members.  
See you there! 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING EVENTS 
 

During Lent, our Sundays are marked by mission-related events and announcements, leading up to the    
annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering, which is received on Palm Sunday. 
 

The kickoff event is always Bread Sunday, and this year Bread Sunday will happen on March 4. 
 

We will collect donations of bread during the worship service, and then make the donated bread available 
during the fellowship hour, in exchange for cash donations. 
 

Members are asked to bake or purchase breads, quick breads, rolls, or muffins.  Please attach descriptive 
labels to your donations (indicating, for example, if the bread contains nuts) and bring them with you to 
church on Sunday the 4th. 
 

All proceeds from Bread Sunday will be directed to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. 

OUTREACH 

2018 Schedule for Monday Meals at the Center of Bellevue 
 

This year CPCBA continues to bring Christ to the Community by serving quarterly dinners at The Center in 
Bellevue.  The next one is Monday, March 19.  We are asking volunteers to provide meals for 100 adults in 
blocks of 20.  We also need 4-6 servers.       Look for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
 

All are encouraged to share the meal with the attendees.  It is a wonderful experience as we get to know 
our neighbors.  Come join in the fun.  There is a role for everyone, particularly cooks 
and servers.  Please let Lyn or Walt Robertson know if you can participate  
(412-761-1030 or therobs1@verizon.net). 
 

If you can’t help this month, mark your calendar for other meals: June 18, September 
17, December 17.  Note:   We are looking for a team to coordinate the meal in June. 

 

tel:%28412-761-1030
mailto:therobs1@verizon.net
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2018 WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 

In company with women of Pittsburgh Presbytery 
 

APRIL 20-22, Friday evening through Sunday morning 
 

CRESTFIELD CONFERENCE CENTER 
 

SCOTT LODGE – each room has an en suite bath 
 

THEME:   GRACE ALIVE!  
 

LEADER – Rev. Jane Esterline 
 

Registration forms available in the Narthex  
 

Return form to church office or call Jean Henderson – 412-352-8001 

 

To the Congregation of Community Presbyterian Church 
 

   Thank you all for the beautiful flowers and card that Jonathan 
brought to my house when Anthony and I were sick with the flu.  
With everything that happened that week, they really did brighten 
up the day.  I also wanted to thank all those who picked up the 
pieces while I was out.  I greatly appreciate everything you did! 

Thank you, 
   Tracey Mundorf   

COMING IN APRIL! 

Marriage as Ministry: 
Living out the Fruits of the Spirit in Marriage 

 

Friday, April 6     7 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, April 7     9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

Galatians 5 calls us to exhibit love, joy, peace, patience, kindness and more – a daunting list.  And often 
the people we live with are the hardest to treat this way!  But could it be that marriage is a tool that God 
uses to develop these qualities in us?  Could it be that this work is one of our most precious and important 
jobs?  
 

Come explore these possibilities, learn and practice new relationship tools, and laugh and grow alongside 
your spouse at this fun, interactive, 2-part workshop. 
 

Led by Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry’s Cassy Wimmer (MSW, LSW), the workshop combines the latest 
relationship research with God’s timeless principles about the people He is calling us to become. 
 

The cost is $40 per couple, which includes lunch Saturday and other refreshments. Scholarships are   
available, and childcare is free. 
 
Questions? Ready to sign up?  Email Kristin Dillon at kedillon1@verizon.net.  
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Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:30 AM-3:30 PM 
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We Invite all to: 
Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

At CPCBA, we are: 
 

   Bringing Christ  

 to our Community. . . 
 

   Bringing our Community  

 to Christ. 

 

TOGETHER WE ARE THE CHURCH  

 

Staff 
Ministers ........................................................ The Whole Congregation 
Pastor… ........................................................ Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston 
Administrative Assistant…… ......................... Tracey Mundorf 
Directory of Music.......................................... Timothy Heavner 
Director of Christian Education...................... Melanie Holcomb 

Board and Committee Leadership 

Clerk of Session…………… .......................... Deb Sadowski 
Trustees, President ....................................... John Buchanan 
Treasurer ....................................................... Trudy File 
Deacons Co-Moderators ............................... Stephen Fockler/Denny Brown 
Wooden Ladder Preschool ............................ Teresa Beshai 
Financial Secretary ........................................ Barbara Barcousky 
Christian Education ....................................... Alison Trexel/Teresa Beshai 
Fellowship  .................................................... Kate Colville/Diana Petruska 
Mission & Outreach ....................................... Lyn Robertson/Deb Sadowski 
Nominating .................................................... Amy Reed 
Personnel ...................................................... Ralph Fink/Amy Reed 
Property ......................................................... Jeff Houser, Sr./Bob Nadin 
Finance .......................................................... John Buchanan 
Stewardship ................................................... Bob Nadin/Diana Petruska 
Worship & Music ........................................... Susan Abramowich 
Communications ............................................ Deb Sadowski//Steve Mellon 
Small Groups ................................................. Teresa Beshai/Lyn Robertson 
Stephen Ministry ............................................ Lyn Robertson 

Deacon Comfort and Joy Contacts 

For Meal Assistance: 
Susan Geist (412-427-8339 or email:  susangeist@verizon.net) 

For Grief Support: 
PJ Jones (412-400-4346 or email:  pj@rbjonescorp.com) 

For Visitation: 
Mary Witul (412-734-2772 or email:  marywitul@comcast.net) or 

Sue Turk (814-323-6399 or email:  sturk215@gmail.com) 

For Card Ministry: 
Lindsey Spatholt (716-998-2535 or  

email:  lindsey.spatholt@gmail.com) 
 

Please help the Deacons share the concern of our community 
by letting us know whether you, or a friend or family member,  

would welcome a visit.  Requests can be made to any Deacon. 

Prayer Concerns 

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, 
Please email Sandy Stauffer at esstauff@verizon.net or 

you can call Tracey in the church office at 412-761-1233. 


