
MAY           2018 

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA  15202 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we turn the calendar to May, we anticipate three celebrations that cause us to look back in thanksgiving and 
to look forward with anticipation!  On May 13, we celebrate Mother’s Day, giving thanks for those who have 
mothered and cared for us.  On Memorial Day weekend (May 26-28) we mark the start of summer and look 
forward to a new season with great joy!   
 

On May 20, we celebrate Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended upon the first followers of Jesus Christ 
(as told in Acts 2:1-31), which we believe represents the birth of the Christian Church.  To mark the day, we 
look back and re-tell the story of the first Pentecost, and also look forward anticipating how the Holy Spirit    
continues to breathe new life into the church.  In worship on May 20, we will welcome new members into our 
church family, celebrating how the church continues to grow and thrive! 
 

Even with new members, we are aware that our church—like many churches—is not as full as it used to be.  
The culture has changed and people are not attending church as regularly as they used to.  You may have   
noticed more empty pews in our church.  I certainly have.  I want you to know that I am asking the Elders of the 
Session to consider this issue carefully and prayerfully—and strategically.  The Elders and I are reading and 
discussing the book Lasting Impact:  7 Powerful Conversations That Will Help Your Church Grow by Carey 
Nieuwhof.  It begins with these words: 
 

I love the local church.  I mean love it.  Nothing has the potential to change the world like the 
mission of the local church fully realized. 
 

And yet, sometimes I wonder why Jesus chose the local church to accomplish his mission.  I 
mean, I know how fickle and frail I am as a human being, and I’ve lived long enough to see how flawed 
the church can be.  Couldn’t Jesus come up with a better strategy? Like leading the church directly, 
without human intervention? Some days I think that would have been a much better approach.   

 

But that’s not what Jesus chose.  He picked you.  He picked me.  He decided he was going 
to take all of his power, authority, strength, and love and pour them into people who, when banded    
together in the name of Jesus, form the church.  That’s pretty amazing, and doubles is a sign of God’s 
grace and deep love for humanity.  If you’re a church leader (staff or volunteer—there’s really no             
distinction), you are one of millions of human beings whose normal lives have been disrupted by a     
call into the noblest and most fearsome of tasks:  to share the hope of Jesus Christ with the world 
he so desperately loves. 

 

As beautifully true as all of this is, it’s also clear that the church in the Western world is at a 
crossroads.  What was our reality just a few decades ago is no longer; we are swiftly moving into a post-
Christian culture along with the tumble and confusion that accompany that shift.  The challenges the 
church is facing today require our best leadership and our most faithful hearts.  It’s as incredibly exciting 
as it is daunting…In the future, the churches that grow will be those whose leaders courageously 
hold the most honest conversations and then take action. 

 

This Pentecost marks a new season in the life of Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon:  a season of 
having honest conversations about how we can be a healthy, vibrant church.  I hope that you will be part of the 
conversation.  I look forward to talking with you and together finding a way to continue the good work God calls 
us to do:  “bringing Christ to our community and bringing our community to Christ.” 
 

Looking back, I give thanks for how God has blessed our ministry thus far, and, with great love for our 
church, I look forward with great anticipation to see how God will continue to bless us and lead us on 
with strength for today and hope for tomorrow.  
 

Blessings, 
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May 2018 Revelations 

 

The 100 Grid  
is working! 

 

Here’s the idea: 

• In the Narthex is a big board with 
pockets 

• Choose a pocket with a dollar 
amount on it. $1-100 are all helpful! 

• Put that $ amount in the pocket      
(Cash or Check) 

• Take the little stick person as a re-
minder you helped a Youth serve 
others in the world! 

We are grateful for your support and 

Thank You for any amount!  
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$1,718 so far! 

YOUTH  

Youth Group 
 

Sundays 
5:00-7:00 pm 

 

Dinner, downtime,  
devotion & diversion 

Except Mother’s Day 5/13 ! 
 

SUNDAY 

MAY 20th 
 

Mission Trip  
Meeting 

 

Meet at Church at 4:00 pm. 
If you’re Registered or just think-

ing about it, come & we’ll talk 
about next steps. 

TUESDAY 
 

MAY 29th 
 

Avonworth High School 

Baccalaureate Service 

 7:00 pm 
 

What is a “Baccalaureate”? 

A baccalaureate service is a celebration that    
honors a graduating senior class.  

The service is held within a few days of 
the graduation ceremony.  Speakers selected 
tend to be community leaders, faculty members, 
students, or local religious leaders. Speeches are 
often mixed with music, readings and worship. 

A claim much repeated is that baccalaureate    
services are believed to have originated at 
the University of Oxford.  "Examinatory semons" 
were required of all Oxford bachelors before their 
commencement; these were mentioned in a 1311 
statute.  In 1432, each bachelor was required to 
deliver a sermon in Latin.   

The American baccalaureate service is an       
outgrowth of the baccalaureate sermon. The       
earliest known in America is at the College of 
New Jersey (now Princeton   University) in 1760. 

We will host Avonworth Baccalaureate on          
Tuesday, May 29th at 7:00 pm.  Our church has 
13 Seniors graduating this year!  Come celebrate 
their next steps, all are welcome. 
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Please share this information with  
families you know may be interested! 

How’s Your Can?  
Our .02 cents-a-meal cans will be collected in the little red 
wagon on Sunday, May 20

th
 during the worship service. 

What a joyful noise it will make to the Lord, as we combine 
our pennies to help the hungry. 

= You CAN Make a 
Difference! 

Bring your  
.02 Cents-A-Meal 
Cans to Worship 

on May 20th 
For collection.  

Watch the  
Wagons Work! 

https://goo.gl/forms/ePzpWlTkuuuT2wyA3
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                  NEW MEMBER CLASS 

                      SUNDAY, MAY 6 
 

You are invited to meet with Pastor Donna Giver-Johnston at 9:00 AM in her study on 
Sunday, May 6.  The informal discussion will last one hour.  If you wish to join, you will meet with Session 
on Tuesday, May 15  at 7:00 PM to have your membership  confirmed.  Then, you will be presented to the 
congregation and welcomed warmly at the 10:30 AM worship on Sunday, May 20. 
 

Please talk with Pastor Donna if you have any questions.  You can register for the class by emailing 
Tracey at office@cpcba.org or calling the church office at 412-761-1233. 
 

Come, just as you are. Find the joy and inspiration you seek.  Become the person you were created to be. 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the             
Conference Room.  All are welcome.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

May 2—Exodus 16:2-15 and Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
May 9—Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 and Psalm 25:1-9 
May 16—Acts 2:1-21 
May 23—Exodus 17:1-7 and Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
May 30—video in Bible study 

LIVING WITH LOSS 
Have you experienced a loss in your life?  A loss of a loved one, a friend, a pet, or a job?  Loss is a way of 
life, but it’s not easy; we need help learning to live with it.  And so we are  starting a support group called 
“Living  with Loss.”  We will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, from 7-8:00 PM at the Community 
Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  Leaders are trained in grief counseling.  Child care is available if      
needed.  Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 8.  Questions?   Email Donna Giver-Johnston at              
pastordonna@cpcab.org or Susan Fink at SusanMFink@gmail.com. 

***** Coming in June ***** 

Children's Book Collection 

Supporting projects:  Mother's Hope & Father's Hope 
 

Remember those magical, special times you read a book to your child or your parents read a book to you?  
Foundation of HOPE, of the Prison Ministry, strives to offer that same parent/child connection to parents           
incarcerated in prison by recording the parents reading a favorite children's book, then gifting the book and 
recording to the child.  
 

In June, watch for the collection box for NEW children's books, inspiring, positive books of love, kindness,  
fun & encouragement.  Particularly looking for Todd Parr or similar titles.  Hardback or softcover. 
 

Also collecting NEW or gentle used board books (for infants/toddlers) 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, May 6 after worship 

 

Session has called the annual meeting of the congregation for the purpose of electing new church officers.  Im-
mediately after worship, we will remain in the sanctuary for the meeting.  Please plan to stay to vote and to celebrate 
God’s calling new people to lead us and nurture us in faith. 
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OUTREACH 

FAITH IN ACTION WEEKEND JUNE 2 & 3  
Join with our whole CPCBA family as well as friends in the community for our eleventh Annual Faith in  
Action Weekend.  Mark your calendars for 3rd, when we go to worship through service in the community.   

Tentative Project List 
 

In the Community:      In Fellowship Hall: 
Holy Family Specialized Learning Center      Dignity Robes 
Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter       Church “Redd-up” Projects 

We need volunteers to work on our yearly Gussy Up of the Men’s Shelter project.  This year John            
Buchanan is heading up the rebuilding of an outside wooden staircase and the repainting of the entrance 
ramp and stairs.  Merle Culley will be in charge of the gardening.  That includes weeding, planting,            
fertilizing, mulching and removing dead organic material.  We work from 9 to usually about 12 or 1.    
Drinks and snacks are provided.  Bring racks, spades and gloves to complete the task.  The shelter is  
grateful for the spring outdoor overhaul that we have been doing for years. Please sign up by emailing at 
merleculley@zoominternet.net or calling 412 370 3274 as soon as possible.  This project can only happen 
if we have volunteers to do it.  Let us make it a Faith in Action Day!  

Your Outreach & Mission Committee is continuing to search for ways to provide more opportunities for   
service.  In addition to Sunday June 3rd, there will be additional dates for Faith-in-Action mission projects.  
Look for specific projects details in bulletins, email blasts and sign-up sheets in the Narthex. 

We are shooting for 100% participation from CPCBA families and many more of our friends and neighbors 
than before.  We are not just serving the community, but serving with the community.  Family members, 
friends and neighbors are all invited to join our service projects to reflect Christ’s love to others in our    
community.  Questions - contact Walt & Lyn Robertson, 412-761-1030 or therobs1@verizon.net. 

Together we can make a difference in countless lives.    Don’t just go to church …..be the church! 

WANTED 
 

A team to coordinate the next Monday Meal  
at the Center of Bellevue on June 18 

 

This year CPCBA continues to bring Christ to the Community by serving quarterly dinners at The Center of 
Bellevue.  The next one is Monday June 18, 2018.  We are looking for a team to coordinate a menu and 
recruit a team to prepare and serve the food for 100 participants. 
 

Please contact Lyn or Walt Robertson if you have a team that would like to coordinate the meal. 

(412-761-1030 or therobs1@verizon.net) 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

Thank you to all those who donated to the “One Great Hour of Sharing” collection.  To date we have       
collected a total of $2,645.  This year, as detailed in the OGHS letter, the person we recognized for her 
whole spectrum of gifts that she has contributed to our church and community was Melanie Holcomb. 
 

Melanie has requested that the one-third share of the offering be given to Proud Haven shelter for LGBT 
Youth.  Proud Haven helps LGBT youth who are experiencing homelessness and housing instability.    
They assist with finding resources, housing options, some basic daily supplies, emotional support, and         
developing the skills needed to live independently.  They are currently located on Butler Avenue in              
Lawrenceville. 

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net
tel:%28412-761-1030
mailto:therobs1@verizon.net
tel:%28412-761-1030
mailto:therobs1@verizon.net


6 

May 2018 Revelations 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:30 AM-3:30 PM 

†  Phone: 412-761-1233; 412-766-1800    † Fax: (412) 766-1801    †  E-mail: office@cpcba.org    † Web site: www.cpcba.org 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Flowers may be donated to the Glory of God, and/or in memory or in honor of a special       
person or people in your life.  These arrangements are $40 a vase.  Call the office at            
412-761-1233 or email Tracey at office@cpcba.org today to reserve a date. 

DEACON DOINGS 

for MAY Revelations is April 15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 MAY REVELATIONS in topic line. 

     BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club's next meeting will be on May 1, 2018.   Everyone is invited to participate.       
We meet at 7:30 PM, in the Conference Room on the first Tuesday of each month from       
September through May.  The May book is Dear Mater by Tracy Ferguson and will be lead by 

Trudy File and Gail & John Buchanan.  If you would like the book list for the year or have any questions 
please contact Merle Culley at merleculley@zoominternet.net  
 
June 5 will be our Book Club Picnic! 

KIT— the car that cared and could talk, remember that?  Well, here at CPCBA we 
have our own new    and improved version of KIT.  Our KIT stands for Keep In Touch.  
KIT is a form of ministry that is dedicated to help our congregation and community 
stay in touch.  As we look for ways to bind our community closer together members 

of Session and the Deacons will be looking to touch base with  members and visitors, caring for and talking 
with them as we knit ourselves together in a closer community.  Prayer concerns, questions, suggestions, 
check ins and conversations, these are the goals of our KIT team as we bring our community to Christ and 
as we take Christ to our community.  

3RD ANNUAL JAZZ & BBQ COOK-OFF 
Sunday, August 26 

5:00 - 7:00 PM 
 

Mark your calendars.   Keep your eyes open for more details.   
 

Please help spread the word with family and friends for this fantastic annual event!  

We Invite all to: 
Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. 

mailto:merleculley@zoominternet.net

