
SEPTEMBER           2018 

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon ~ Pittsburgh, PA  15202 

Dear Friends, 
 

It’s hard to believe that summer is ended and it is back to school time!  It’s an exciting time--for children,      
college students and parents alike!  And it’s an exciting time for the church, too, as we welcome people     
back from their travels and kick off another year of growing in faith together. 
 

In this season of “back to school,” I realize that no matter how old we get, we never stop learning.  Over the 
past year, here are the top new things I have learned from you: 
 

• You are never too old to go on a great adventure (to the Holy Land)! 
• Life is funny.  Laugh often. 
• Don’t judge a person by his trailer.  Everyone has a story.  Everyone needs a friend. 
• There are places in Pittsburgh that are sacred and worth seeing. 
• Wedding anniversaries are worth celebrating! 
• Don’t take your life for granted.  Live each day to the fullest.  You never know what tomorrow brings. 
• The smallest thing--even a water bead--is a daily reminder of God’s amazing grace and eternal love. 
• Funeral services can be joyful when you have lived a good life and are not afraid to die. 
• Time with a group that reads the Bible together, prays together, eats together, and laughs together is         
 a gift that keeps on giving. 
God is so great, so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing God cannot do! 
 

As this new year begins, I look forward to learning even more new things and growing in faith with you.          
In the fall, we will be offering Christian education classes for all ages.  And I will be preaching a series called 
“What Would Jesus Do?”  Together we will be putting different Scripture passages in conversation with current 
issues that trouble our world today, looking for guidance, asking “What Would Jesus Do Today?’  I hope that 
you will come with an open mind and an open heart to learning and living our faith, so that we can live out our 
calling to bring Christ to our community and bring our community to Christ. 
 

In his letter to the first-century church in Rome, Paul wrote these words:  Don’t be conformed to the patterns of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what God’s will is—
what is good and pleasing and mature. (Romans 12:2). 
 

Let’s go back to school together--to the school of the church--where Jesus is the consummate teacher who 
transforms our minds and shows us the will of God and helps us walk in a way that is good and pleasing and 
mature.  
 

So, however young or old, however much you have learned of forgotten, come back to Community 
Church….come, just as you are...find the joy and inspiration you seek...become the person you were created 
to be. 
 

Your teacher, companion and friend in Christ, 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 Revelations 

 

MAXO VANKA MURALS FIELD TRIP POSTPONED 
 
A trip to see the Maxo Vanka Murals has been postponed to one of the 
Wednesdays in September (19 or 26) at the Croatian Roman Catholic Church, 
24 Maryland Avenue, Millvale.  If you are interested in joining us, please 
sign    up on the sheet located on the desk in the Narthex.  We  will let you 
know once the rescheduled date and time have been confirmed. 

Maxo Vanka was a Croatian–American artist who was commissioned to paint the murals in 1937 and re-
turned to do more in 1941.  The murals show a strong faith and are unique.  A spirit of Croatia as well as 
attributes of justice and injustice, mercy and the horrors of war are also present    in the paintings.  Our 
one-hour tour is at 10:30 a.m. and our guide is very knowledgeable.  Be sure to bring your camera!  The 
fee is a $10 donation per person.  Grant’s Bar and Grill is located at the bottom of the hill for lunch.  The 
church parking lot is adequate, but it is suggested that carpooling is a good idea. If carpooling, be at the 
church at 9:45 a.m.  For more information you can google MAXO VANKA MURALS or contact Barbara 
McKelway, 412-366-4513 or bmckelway@verizon.net. 

              END OF SUMMER ALL CHURCH  

      SEPTEMBER 16 
 

            Immediately following worship until 5:00 PM 
 

Bob and Alice Nadin are hosting a pool party at their home (10565 Connor Court, Wexford, 15090) for 
anyone who wants to come from the church. They will be providing beverages and ask people to bring a 
SMALL snack or dessert to share.  
 

People who wish to come please drop Alice a quick email at alicen1233@aim.com so we can get a count.   

Revelations Evolution 
 

We live in a world of junk mail, click bait, spam emails, and we're probably all sick of hearing about fake 
news. So CPCBA wants to make sure you are reliably informed of church events and news.  So, over the 
last year or so, we have modernized our website and weekly "Church Happenings" email to make the news 
easy to find and read. We're continuing that evolution by moving the monthly Revelations articles  into our 
weekly news email. 
 

Starting in October, we will no longer email a monthly Revelations PDF, but all the monthly  articles that 
were in Revelations -- like Pastor Donna's monthly letter -- will appear in the  weekly email.  Since much    
of that information is already in the weekly email, this is a minor change, and it means one less email        
cluttering your inbox.  We will change the name of our weekly email to "Revelations this Week." 
 

And don't forget that you can always go to www.cpcba.org and get the latest news by scrolling down on the 
main page.  Browse the church website at www.cpcba.org. 
 

Articles are also posted to Facebook, so be sure to follow our Facebook page.  
Services and music are available on the CPCBA Youtube channel, so please subscribe. 
Follow Pastor Donna's blog. 
 

If you are not receiving the weekly Church Happenings, please contact the church office by phone at    
(412) 761-1233 or by email at office@cpcba.org. 

mailto:alicen1233@aim.com
http://www.cpcba.org/
http://www.cpcba.org/
https://www.facebook.com/benavonpres/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcjp-Vx2VlY_w6sFyXyyORA
http://cpcba.squarespace.com/pastors-blog
mailto:office@cpcba.org
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Flowers may be donated to the Glory of God, and/or in memory or in honor of a special      
person or people in your life.  These arrangements are $40 a vase.  Call the office at            
412-761-1233 or email Tracey at office@cpcba.org today to   reserve a date. 

for SEPTEMBER Revelations is AUGUST 15 

If article submitted by e-mail, please indicate  
 SEPTEMBER REVELATIONS in topic line. 

 

WOMEN'S MORNING OUT! 
 

 When? Saturday, November 3, 2018, 9 a.m.-12 noon 

 Where? Fellowship Hall at CPCBA 

 Who? Church women and friends, 16 years and older 

 What? "Inquire Within" - Asking BIG questions to find God's will for our lives 

 Why? Eat, meet, greet, discuss, study, ponder, laugh, sing, worship, etc.! 

 How? Sign up in the narthex - $10 payable at event. 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 
 

Beginning Tuesday, September 5 we will be implementing new office hours. 
 

The new hours will be as follows: 
 

Monday - Friday  8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

WORSHIP REMINDER 
 

Sunday, September 9 
we go back to the Sanctuary for 10:30 AM worship! 

 

HEALTH INSURANCE ALERT!!!! 
 

INFORMATION SEMINAR TO BE HELD 
 

OCTOBER 8                        3:00 PM 
 

Do you have questions about Medicare and supplemental insurance?  Are you a caregiver and would like 
to help a parent or other senior citizen better understand how health insurance works?  THERE IS 
HELP!!  Come to a seminar on October 8, 2018 at 3:00 PM at Community Presbyterian Church of Ben 
Avon and meet with Health Insurance Broker, Debby Schmidt.  Ms. Schmidt will explain the changes in 
coverage in various plans.  She also will meet individually with those who wish to have more help.  THE 
SEMINAR IS FREE!!  Please indicate your attendance on the sign-up sheet on the desk in the Narthex.  
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TOGETHER WE ARE THE CHURCH Staff 
Ministers ....................................................... The Whole Congregation 
Pastor ........................................................... Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston 
Administrative Assistant ............................... Tracey Mundorf 
Directory of Music ......................................... Timothy Heavner 
Director of Christian Education ..................... Melanie Holcomb 

Board and Committee Leadership 

Clerk of Session…………… ......................... Diana Petruska 
Trustees, President ...................................... John Buchanan 
Treasurer ...................................................... Trudy File 
Deacons Co-Moderators .............................. Mary Witul/Bob Hedglin 
Wooden Ladder Preschool ........................... Stephen Fockler 
Financial Secretary ....................................... Barbara Barcousky 
Christian Education ...................................... Alison Trexel 
Fellowship  .................................................... Diana Petruska/Brenda Mellon 
Mission & Outreach ...................................... Lyn Robertson 
Nominating ................................................... Amy Reed 
Personnel ..................................................... Stephen Fockler 
Property ........................................................ Jeff Houser, Sr./Ken DiNino 
Finance ......................................................... John Buchanan/Susan Abramowich 
Generosity .................................................... Bob Nadin 
Worship & Music ........................................... Susan Abramowich 
Communications ........................................... Deb Sadowski/Steve Mellon 
Small Groups ................................................ Lyn Robertson 
Stephen Ministry ........................................... Lyn Robertson 

Deacon Comfort and Joy Contacts 

For Meal Assistance: 
Susan Geist (412-427-8339 or email:  susangeist@verizon.net) 

For Comfort & Joy: 
Mary Witul (412-734-2772 or email:  marywitul@comcast.net) 

Joyce Grater (412-734-2884) 

For Visitation: 
Sue Turk (814-323-6399 or email:  sturk215@gmail.com) 

Nancy Hamilton (724-935-1754) 

For Card Ministry: 
Lindsey Spatholt (716-998-2535 or  

email:  lindsey.spatholt@gmail.com) 
 

Please help the Deacons share the concern of our community 
by letting us know whether you, or a friend or family member,  

would welcome a visit.  Requests can be made to any Deacon. 

For Transportation: 
Bob Hedglin [(cell) 412-523-8772/ (home) 412-734-3824] 

Prayer Concerns 

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, 
Please email Mary Witul (412-734-2772 or email:                        

marywitul@comcast.net)  or 
you can call Tracey in the church office at 412-761-1233. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Office Hours are Monday-Friday—9:30 AM-3:30 PM 

†  Phone: 412-761-1233; 412-766-1800         †  E-mail: office@cpcba.org    † Web site: www.cpcba.org 

We Invite all to: 
Come, just as you are… 

Find the joy and inspiration you seek… 

Become the person you were created to be. 

“DEACON DOINGS” 

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

It is start of school season and with that in mind the Deacons are reaching out to parents of college      
students to ask for help.  Greg Dillion and Brian Johnston would like to stay in touch with our college aged 
students and need your help.  If you would like us to stay in touch with your son or daughter please send 
us an email address and college address so that we can send cards and notes.  Brian can be reached at 
bjohnstonteacher@gmail.com while Greg  can be reached at grdillon66@gmail.com  Thank you for your 
help with this ministry, we look forward to serving. 

mailto:bjohnstonteacher@gmail.com
mailto:grdillon66@gmail.com
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PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
 
The Prayer and Bible Study Group meets 10:00 to 11:30 AM Wednesday mornings in the Con-
ference Room.  All are welcome.  The Scripture passages for the coming month are:  
 

 

September 5:  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 and Mark 7:24-37 
  Current Issue:  Racism/Hate Crimes 
 
September 12:  Proverbs 1:20-33 and Mark 8:27-36 and James 3:1-18 
  Current Issue:  Political divide in country/fake and real news outlets 
 
September 19:  Proverbs 31:10-31 and Mark 9:30-37 
  Current Issue:  Immigration; separations at US border; refugees 
 
September 26:  Ester 1:10-22 and Mark 9:38-50 
  Current Issue:  Child Sex-abuse in church and sports; #Metoo 

Have you experienced a loss in your life?  A loss of a loved one, a friend, a pet, or a job?  Loss is a way 

of life, but it

called 

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  Leaders are trained in grief counseling.  Child care is 

available if  needed.  

OUTREACH 

NHCO Collecting New and Gently-Worn Winter Coats 
 

SEPTEMBER 4 - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 
 

NHCO Collecting New and Gently-Worn Winter Coats Here is one of the blessings of     
living and worshiping in this community:  The beginning of fall is marked by a drive to help 
families in need prepare for the winter, and we have an opportunity to participate in that 

effort.  From September 4 through October 7, North Hills Community Outreach is accepting donations of 
new and gently worn CLEAN winter coats to be distributed to low-income families in need.  Coats must be 
CLEAN as NHCO does not have the funds or facilities to wash them. They should have working     
zippers or buttons. If you are not sure about whether a coat is in good condition, use the rule of 
thumb, “Would I wear a coat in this condition, or would I have my children wear a coat in this          
condition?” 

All sizes are needed, but highest demand is for children and adult sizes XL and larger.  Hats, scarves            
and gloves are also welcome.  The Outreach Committee is coordinating our church’s participation in this  
program.  Beginning September 4 through Sunday, October 7, you can bring coats to the church and place 
them on the rack located inside the Rostrevor entrance. 

North Boro’s Food Pantry 
 

September will be our month to collect food for the food pantry located in Bellevue 
which serves the 15202 zip code.  You can bring non-perishable canned and boxed 
foods to the church and put them in the marked box.  Food items especially appreciated 

are:  spaghetti sauce (24 -32 oz.), juice, jelly, cereal and canned fruit.  Non-food items such as personal 
care and laundry products are always welcomed.  Also, gently used plastic and paper grocery bags are 
appreciated.  
 

If you wish to give money, make checks payable to CPCBA and note that the donation is for the North 
Boro’s Food Pantry.  Checks can be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church.  


