
December 9, 2018 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

OFFERING  

Offertory                         Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her    Georg Friedrich Kauffmann 

*Doxology        Hymn  95     Prepare the Way of the Lord 

Prepare the way of the Lord.  Prepare the way of the Lord. 
And all people will see the salvation of our God.   

*Prayer of Dedication 
Gracious God, 
may the gifts that we bring today 
be blessed by you 
and overflow into the world, 
so that all people will see your peace and know your salvation. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, 
the One who is coming to make all things new.  Amen.  

 

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS         Elder Jeffrey Houser, Sr. 
 

*HYMN  104    O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING   

Enveloped in Christ’s Light, 
 may we be a beacon to those in search of Light. 

Sheltered in God’s Peace, 
 may we offer shelter to those in need of peace. 

Embraced by the Spirit’s Presence, 
 may we be fully present to others in this holy season.  
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

*POSTLUDE                           Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her            Johann Heuschkel 
__________________ 

*Please stand in Body or Spirit as able 

Bringing Christ to our community 
 

          Bringing our community to Christ 

DEVOTIONS FOR ADVENT  
 

At Christmastime we seem to be surrounded by abundance - of decorations, activities, gifts 

and food. And that's a far cry from Jesus' own birth story in Scripture.  This Advent you are 

invited to study Journey Into the Light by Susan Lang.  For families with young children, we 

have Advent A to Z by Arden W. Mead and a paper chain activity to help you count down 

the days until the birth of Jesus.  Pick up your copies in the Narthex. 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES                                                Gail and John Buchanan 
 

PRAYER OF ANCTICIPATION 
Gracious God, 
You are the Prince of Peace who lives and reigns forever.   
As we journey together, we pray you would still our fears,  
heal our wounds and fill our spirits.  
Shine forth your perfect peace in our unsettled world  
throughout this Advent season.  Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL REFRAIN  God Is Near 
 

WE SHARE GOD’S WORD  

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                                                                                  Pastor Donna 
Children (pre K-5

th
 grade) can go to Sunday School.  Nursery care is available for  

Infants - age 3.  Parents please pick up your children downstairs after worship. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
   

*HYMN  623    I’ve Got Peace like a River  (verse 1) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy God, 
prepare the way in our hearts  
for the coming of Your Word 
so that we might become Your holy people.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                 Isaiah 40:1-11                              Deacon Robert Hedglin 

The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.   
 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM      Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                    arr. Gustav Holst 
Information about this ancient hymn, including the text, may be found in your hymnal #347. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                  Luke 3:7-18                                       Deacon Mary Witul 

The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.   
 

SERMON                                    PEACE        Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 

*HYMN  96    On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Repeat after the cantor) 
Our Father, in heaven, holy is your name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth, as in heaven. 
Give us today, our daily bread, forgive us our sins, as we forgive those,  
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time, of trial, and deliver us, from evil. 
For the kingdom and the power and the glory are Yours forever.   

WE GATHER AT GOD’S INVITATION 

SPIRITUAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors,  

and let every new year find you a better man.  ~Benjamin Franklin 
 

PRELUDE                                      Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her                   Ernest Flügel 
                                                    ("From Heaven Above to Earth I Come")   
 

CALL TO WORSHIP            Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston 
This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it.   

 

*HYMN  87    Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
 

WE EXPERIENCE THE GRACE OF CHRIST 
ADVENT LITANY                Texts by Rev. Richard Davis 

Advent is a time for God’s people to reawaken their longings. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

Where there is division, we long for unity. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

Where there is hostility, we long for resolution. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

Where there is separation, we long for reunion. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

 

CHORAL OPENING        God Is Near       Joel Raney 
 

CONGREGATIONAL REFRAIN      God Is Near 



VISITORS!  Welcome to Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  For more                
information about our active family of faith you may call 412-761-1233 or email the                 
church at office@cpcba.org.  You may also visit us on our website at www.cpcba.org. 

PLEASE JOIN US in the Narthex for Fellowship immediately following worship. 

THE FLOWERS this Sunday morning are given to the glory of God. 

CHILDCARE is available on the lower level for infants through age 3. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 

WELCOME TO COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Calendar of Events 

 LORD’S DAY, DECEMBER 9 
   8:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
 10:30 AM Worship & Sunday School, Sanctuary 
   3:30 PM Caroling at Masonic Village, Meet at CPCBA at 3:00 PM 

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 
   1:00 PM Exercise Class 

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
   2:00 PM Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Study 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 10:00 AM Prayer and Bible Study, Bob & Alice Nadin’s Home 
   1:00 PM Exercise Class 

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 
   6:00 PM ACCAN Meeting, Conference Room 
   6:30 PM Bell Choir, Choir Room 

 NEXT LORD’S DAY, DECEMBER 16 
   8:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
   9:00 AM Children meet in Fellowship Hall for Pageant Costumes 
 10:30 AM Worship & Children’s Pageant, Sanctuary 
   7:30 PM Sound of Christmas Choir Concert, Sanctuary 

Advent Spiritual Practice 
 

In her book Make a List: How a simple practice can change our lives and 
open our hearts, Marilyn McEntyre writes:. 

“When you make a list, if you stay with it and take it slowly, take it       
seriously and playfully, give yourself plenty of permission to put down 
whatever comes up, you begin to clarify your values, your  concerns,   

the direction your life is taking, your relationship to your inner voice, your 
humor, your secrets.  You discover the larger things that lists can reveal.”  

 

Make a List…. 
 

I am sorry for… 
Changes I can make for good… 

Who or what I need to make peace with… 
What really gives me peace … 

 

This Advent, as you make lists—and check them twice—may they give you glimpses of 
the hope, peace, joy, and love we find in our God. 

GENEROSITY CAMPAIGN & GIVING REMINDER 
There is still time to time to turn in your 2019 Generosity Pledge Cards.  So far we have     
received 69 pledges totaling $234,913.  Last year we received 78 pledges totaling $238,667. 
 

You can still drop your pledge cards in the offering plate on Sundays or mail them to the 
church office.  Pledge cards are available at the entrances to the Sanctuary. 

 
Do you love your church? 

Do you want to invite other people to come, 
just as they are? 

 

Here's your chance to spread the word--without speaking a 
word!  T-shirts are available with the church logo on the front 
and our invitation on the back.  Thanks to a generous donor, 
they are free!  Just come pick one up in the narthex and 
wear it...and let God take care of the rest!   
Together, we can bring Christ to the community and bring 
the community to Christ! 

WOMEN'S RETREAT AT CRESTFIELD 

April 21 - 23, 2019 
 

Registration opens January, 2019.  

http://crestfieldcc.org/events/crestfield-sponsored-retreats/50-woman-s-retreat-april-21-23 

Retreat Highlights:  fellowship with women, quiet reflection time and meaningful worship. 

More details to follow in the coming weeks. 

http://crestfieldcc.org/events/crestfield-sponsored-retreats/50-woman-s-retreat-april-21-23


 

Caroling at  Sun., Dec. 9, 3:30 pm  
Masonic Village Come sing Christmas carols and brighten the season for some of our church 
   members and other residents of Masonic Village.  If carpooling, meet at the  
   church at 3:00 p.m.  Otherwise, meet in the Starpoint Building on your left near 
   the entrance.  Questions?  Contact Barbara McKelway mckbj5@aol.com or      
   412-366-2975. 
 

Children’s  Sun., Dec. 16 Third Sunday of Advent Worship at 10:30 am 
Pageant   Come experience the story of  Jesus’ birth as told by our children. 
   ALL children are welcome to participate!   
   No rehearsal necessary, but you must arrive at 9:00 am to pick a costume. 
 

Sounds of Christmas Sun., Dec. 16 at 7:00 pm  Come enjoy the festive music sung by the  
Choir Concert   Avonworth High School Choir, along with the Community Church 
   Chancel Choir.  Stay after for a time of refreshments and fellowship.   
 

Community Meal Mon., Dec. 17 at 6:00 pm 
   Serve meal at the Center in Bellevue.  Come visit with our neighbors in 
   Christ and sing Christmas Carols together. 
 

Service of   Thur., Dec. 20 at 7:00 pm   
Healing & Hope Come see the light of Christ, hear words of comfort and sing songs of peace.  
   For those who are feeling blue this season, come experience healing and hope.  
 

Family Christmas  Mon. Dec. 24 at 6:00 pm   
Eve Service  Come, children of all ages, to be part of the Christmas story. 
 

Candlelight  Mon., Dec. 24 at 9:00 pm   
Christmas Eve  Come celebrate - with story, songs and the sacrament of communion -  
Service   the incarnation of Jesus Christ.   

Advent and Christmas Calendar 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
 

ALL are welcome.  Really, everyone!  Your children, your relatives' children, your friends'    
children are invited to join in the Christmas Pageant Sunday, December 16. 
 

The service is simple and creative, ALL children can be in the Pageant.  Just come to 
church at 9:00 am that morning and we'll find you a costume and a place at the manger.  
Children will lead us on a journey celebrating God’s promises and the gift of hope the baby 
Jesus brings. 
 

No experience required, no one will be left out, there’s a costume and a place for everyone.  
Bring the cousins and the camera, we’ll meet you at the manger. 

 

COMMUNITY MEAL 

Volunteers Needed for December 17 Monday Meal at the Center of Bellevue 
 

In our desire to bring “Christ to the Community”, CPCBA has been coordinating quarterly   
dinners at The Center in Bellevue.  The next one is Monday, December 17, 2018.  The meal 
has been planned and will include a ham, mashed potatoes, green bean casserole and rolls.  
We are asking volunteers to provide meals for 100 adults and the CPCBA servers in blocks 
of 25 (e.g. casserole or potatoes to serve 25).  See Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 
 

The Food (ready to eat) should be at CPCBA by 5:00PM on Monday or at the Center of 
Bellevue (2 Sprague Ave) by 5:30PM.  Please mark as Monday Evening Meal if you leave    
it in the CPCBA kitchen. 
 

Servers are encouraged to share the meal with the attendees.  It is a wonderful experience 
filled with lots of stories and laughter.  Come join in the fun.  There is a role for everyone, 
particularly cooks and servers.  Please let Lyn or Walt Robertson know if you would like to 
participate.  (412-761-1030 or therobs1@verizon.net). 

Caroling at Masonic Village CANCELLED 
 

Our scheduled caroling event has been cancelled by Masonic Village.  Thank you for your  
understanding. 

It’s that time of year again….COOKIE TIME 
The Advent team is asking the congregation to get out your favorite cookie     
recipes!  LOTS of cookies are needed for our upcoming events in December.  
For planning purposes if you can help sign up on sheet in Narthex or contact    
Diana Petruska at dianalpetruska@gmail.com.  Christmas Cookie Tins will be 
available in the Narthex.  Please return them filled with cookies to the kitch-
en by December 15 for two events scheduled on December 16 (or bring them 
by 9:30 am that morning).  

Sounds of Christmas Choir Concert 
Sunday, December 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Come enjoy the festive music sung by the Avonworth High School Choir, along with 
the Community Church Chancel Choir.  Stay after for a time of refreshments and fellowship.   

 

LIVING WITH LOSS 
 

In lieu of our Living with Loss support group scheduled for Tuesday, December 11 we   en-
courage people to attend the Service of Hope and Healing on December 20, at 7:00 PM in 
our sanctuary. 
 

Email Donna Giver-Johnston at pastordonna@cpcab.org or 

Susan Fink at SusanMFink@gmail.com. 

tel:%28412-761-1030
mailto:therobs1@verizon.net

