
WE GATHER AT GOD’S INVITATION 

SPIRITUAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT  
I've got a crown, you've got a crown, All of God's children got a crown; 

When I get to Heaven, goin' to put on my crown, 
Goin' to shout all over God's Heav'n.      ~African American Spiritual 

 
PRELUDE                                    Blessed Assurance          Phoebe P. Knapp, arr. Marianne Kim 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                  Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston 
This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

 

*HYMN  839    Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine 
 

WE EXPERIENCE THE GRACE OF CHRIST 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION     Prayer of Beatitudes by Drew Dixon 

You have said that the poor in spirit are blessed.                                                                                          
Yet we pretend to be powerful and pursue the lie of self-sufficiency.                                        
Give us humble hearts and help us depend on your grace and goodness                             
for every moment.   

O gracious God, we need you. 

You have said that those who mourn are blessed.                                                                                 
Yet we would often rather numb ourselves through movies and media 
than open ourselves to the reality of grief in the world and in our hearts. 
Help us look up from our phones toward you 
and give us strength to be present in pain.        

O comforting God, we need you. 

Calendar of Events 

 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
   8:30 AM Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
 10:30 AM Worship and Sunday School, Sanctuary 

 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
   1:00 PM Exercise Class, Fellowship Hall 

 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
   2:00 PM Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Study 
   6:00 PM Session Training, Conference Room 
   7:00 PM Session Meeting, Conference Room 

 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
 10:00 AM Prayer & Bible Study, Conference Room  (Psalm 34:1-8 and Luke 6:27-38) 
   1:00 PM Exercise Class, Fellowship Hall 

 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
   6:30 PM Bell Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room  
   7:00 PM Christian Education Meeting, Conference Room 

 NEXT LORD’S DAY, FEBRUARY 24 
   8:30 AM Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
 10:30 AM Worship and Sunday School, Sanctuary 
   5:00 PM Youth Group, meet in Narthex 

Worship for the Lord’s Day 

6th Sunday after Epiphany 
February 17, 2019                                                                           10:30 AM 

OFFERING 

Invitation 
Offertory                                    Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier ("Blessed Jesus, at Thy word"), 
     BWV 633 from Orgelbüchlein            Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Doxology  Hymn  607 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Christ, all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore.  Praise Triune God, whom we adore.   

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
Gracious Giver of all gifts, 
we place all that we have, all that we do, and all that we hope in your hands, 
so that with your blessing, your kingdom will come on earth as in heaven.  Amen. 

 

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE        Elder Barbara McKelway 
 

*HYMN    We’ll Understand it Better By and By       See Insert 
 

*CHARGE and BLESSING 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE   An Irish Blessing 
 

POSTLUDE                   Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing                 Michael Burkhardt 
___________________________________ 

*Congregation may stand in body or in spirit 



You have said that the meek are blessed. 
Yet we follow the call of advertisements and corporate ladders,  
pursuing the treasures of this world. 
Help us steward our earthly blessings well and find our true treasure in you. 

O generous God, we need you. 

You have said that those who desire righteousness and justice are blessed.                                              
Yet we are so easily lulled into the comfort of complacency. 

Fill us with your Spirit that we might flee from sin and fight for your justice. 

O holy God, we need you. 

You have said that the merciful are blessed. 
Yet we harbor anger and resentment in our hearts. 
Heal our bitterness, teach us to forgive, 
and help us work toward restoration in our lives and world. 

O merciful God, we need you. 
 

You have said that the pure in heart are blessed. 
Yet we go about our days with mixed motives, 
sometimes of service and sometimes of selfishness. 
Purify our hearts and help us to be people of integrity and honesty. 

O present God, we need you. 

You have said that the peacemakers are blessed, 
Yet we live in a polarized world where it is easier to take sides than build bridges. 
Give us ears to humbly listen and tongues seasoned with grace 
that we might carry your non-anxious presence through the world. 

O peaceful God, we need you. 

You have said that the persecuted are blessed,                                                                                          
Yet we enjoy our places of privilege in our families, our city, and this world. 
Give us humble hearts ready to forsake our comforts and seek those on the margins. 

O blessed God, we need you. 
Silent prayer 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS       
Believe the good news of the gospel: God’s blessed grace is from everlasting to everlasting. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

*RESPONSE Hymn  544    Bless the Lord  
Bless the Lord, my soul. And bless God’s holy name.   
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.       

 

WE SHARE GOD’S WORD 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                   Pastor Donna 
Conversation and Prayer 

Pre K-5th grade children can go to Sunday School.  Nursery care is available for Infants - age 3. 
Parents please pick up your children from classrooms downstairs after worship. 

 
RESPONSIVE SCRIPTURE READING       Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35   Annie Colville 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great.  
You are clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as with a garment.  
You stretch out the heavens like a tent, you set the beams of your chambers on the waters,  
you make the clouds your chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind, 
you make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great.  
 

You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken. 
You cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 
At your rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder they take to flight. 
They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys  
to the place that you appointed for them. 
You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great.  
 

O Lord, how manifold are your works!  
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more.  

Bless the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord! 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM                          A Scottish Blessing            David Blackwell 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        
Holy God, 
You invite us to come just as we are; and so we do.   
Now as the Scripture is read and your word is proclaimed, 
help us to find the joy and inspiration we seek 
so that we might become the people you created us to be.  Amen. 
 

GOSPEL READING                       Luke 6:17-26    

The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON            By and By                  Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 
 

*HYMN  840    When Peace like a River 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



WOMEN'S RETREAT AT CRESTFIELD 

April 26 - 28, 2019  
For more information or to register online visit www.crestfieldcc.org 

Jean Henderson reports that those already signed up are staying in Scott Lodge.  Last year 
we enjoyed eating together and also getting to make new friends.  Fun activities were a    
movie, outside activities, and presentations by women working with scents to improve our 
bodies, minds, and souls.  Come join us! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

March 6  Ash Wednesday Pancake Supper (5:30 p.m.) 
 

March 16   Sewing for Little Dresses for Africa (9 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) 
 

March 30  Congregational World Vision Day 
 

June 24-28  Day Camp at CPCBA (9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) 
 

July 13-20  Youth Mission Trip to Cantfield, Ohio 

TWEENER RETREAT   March 16-17 
 

3rd - 6th Graders 
$85 (includes meals, lodging & all activities) 

 

Join us for an overnight adventure filled with friends, fun camp activities, and an op-
portunity to grow in their life-changing faith! 

 

TO REGISTER:  email Tor at tor@cpcba.org or call 412-761-1233 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

On March 6, Ash Wednesday, there will be a Pancake Supper fundraiser which will benefit our 
Youth Mission Trip to Canfield, Ohio in July.  Please prayerfully consider donating maple sausages, 
orange juice, chocolate chips, frozen blueberries and whipped cream.  A sign-up sheet is on the desk 
in the Narthex. 

Youth Group - Every other week we meet with the youth for activities, study, prayer, fellowship 
and a meal.  We are looking for either gift cards to local restaurants or cooks to donate a meal. 

Contact Tor if you are able to help:   tor@cpcba.org or 412-761-1233.  Thank you! 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS -  Flowers may be donated to the Glory of God,      
and/or in memory or in honor of a special person or people in your life.          
These arrangements, created by the Flower Committee, are $40 a vase.         
Call the office at 412-761-1233 or email Tracey at office@cpcba.org              
today to reserve a date. 

VISITORS!  Welcome to Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  For more                
information about our active family of faith you may call 412-761-1233 or email the                 
church at office@cpcba.org.  You may also visit us on our website at www.cpcba.org. 

PLEASE JOIN US for food/beverage and fellowship following Worship in the Narthex. 

THE FLOWERS this Sunday are given by Jean and David Henderson to the glory of God 
and for all those celebrating Valentine’s Day and anniversaries. 

THE SYMPATHY of the congregation is extended to Roger and Clair Cranville on the death 
of Roger’s mother. 

CHILDCARE is available on the lower level for infants through age 3. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 

Welcome to Community Church  

ARE YOU SATISFIED? 
This Lent, we will be asking ourselves this question as we discuss the book Satisfied:        
Discovering Contentment in a World of Consumption by Jeff Manion.  We will meet in small 
groups in church members’ homes.  Beginning the first week of March and continuing 
through the middle of April.  You can sign up in the church narthex or online at 
www.cpcba.org. 

Hope that you will join in the journey of discovering the satisfied life. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2019 
 

The World Day of Prayer 2019 is entitled "Come - Everything is Ready," prepared by                 
the women of Slovenia in Central Europe.  We are invited to join church women from our       
area at Sewickley Presbyterian Church, corner of Beaver and Grant, on Friday, March 1, at  
11 a.m. with a luncheon afterward.  Preaching will be Rev. Dr. Jean Henderson.  Please let 
Jean know if you plan to attend and stay for lunch.   

You can email Jean at jhhh21942@aol.com   

CALL FOR PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

Our supply of prayer shawls is low!  Please get those needles clicking so we can continue 
this ministry to friends and neighbors in need of comfort.  
 

Leave your shawls in the work room in the marked cabinet.  Patterns are also there.  
Thanks so much!!! 

CHORAL ANTHEM:                       A Scottish Blessing                         David Blackwell 
 

Be a light before to lead me; Be a guiding star above; 

Jesu, may I always know thee, may I always know thy love.  

There is no bird that soars the mountain, there is no deer upon the hill, 

there is no creature of the forest, but shall sing thy praises still.  

Be a kindly shepherd for me, keep me safe thru' all my days;  

Jesu, may I always know thee, may I always sing thy praise. 

There is no life that swims the ocean; there is no creature of the sea 

there is no fish within the river, but proclaims its praise for thee. 

As the day falls into evening, as the night is lit with stars 

at the ending of life's journey may thy heav'nly peace be ours. 

Let ev'ry creature in God's kingdom, 

let ev'ry life upon the shore sing praise to God, the world's creator, 

sing praises now and evermore. 
 
 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE:              An Irish Blessing                             J. Jerome Williams 
 

May the road rise to meet you; may the wind be always at your back; 

May the sun shine warm upon your face. 

May the rain fall soft upon your fields; And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

Musical  Inspiration 


