
Worship for the Lord’s Day 

November 18, 2018           33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time           10:30 AM 

VISITORS!  Welcome to Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  For more                
information about our active family of faith you may call 412-761-1233 or email the                 
church at office@cpcba.org.  You may also visit us on our website at www.cpcba.org. 

CHILDCARE is available on the lower level for infants through age 3. 

PLEASE JOIN US for food/drink and fellowship immediately following Worship in the Narthex. 

THE FLOWERS this Sunday morning are given by the Barcousky family to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of John Muskelavage on the 100th anniversary of his passing during  
the flu epidemic of 1918. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 

Welcome to Community Church  

Calendar of Events 

 LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 18 
   8:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
 10:30 AM Worship & Sunday School, Sanctuary 
   5:00 PM Racism Discussion, Conference Room 
   5:00 PM Youth Group, Meet in Narthex 

 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
   1:00 PM Exercise Class, Narthex 

 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
 10:00 AM Prayer and Bible Study, Conference Room (Psalm 46 and Colossians 1:11-20) 
   1:00 PM Exercise Class, Narthex 

 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22—HAPPY THANKSGIVING - Office Closed 

 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23—OFFICE CLOSED 

 NEXT LORD’S DAY, NOVEMBER 25 
   8:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
 10:30 AM Worship & Sunday School, Sanctuary 
 11:30 AM Deck the Halls, Narthex 

Bringing Christ to our community 
 

          Bringing our community to Christ 

GENEROSITY CAMPAIGN 2019 
 

If you still have not made your pledge, there is still time.  Pledge cards and envelopes 
are available at both entrances to the sanctuary. 
 

Thank you for being a partner in the ministry and mission of Community Presbyterian Church 
of Ben Avon! 

YOUTH EVENTS 
November 18, 5:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

       December 2, 5:00 p.m.      Youth Group 

       December 16, 2:00p.m.       ICE SKATING at North Park 



SCRIPTURE READING                       Matthew 6: 25-33 
 

SERMON                                    If the only prayer you ever say . . . 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
 

*HYMN  694    Great God of Every Blessing 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

Invitation  
 

Offertory                                               Meditation on KREMSER                                 Flor Peeters 

*Doxology  Hymn 607   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Lord, help us not to translate our prayers of thanksgiving into catalogues 
of comforts that neglect those unable to join us in saying ‘thank you.’  
But may we all be grateful for the gift of your son, Jesus.  Help us to transfer the  
power of Christ into compassion for those in need.  Amen. 

 

WE GO FORTH WITH JOY  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                    Elder John Buchanan 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST      

The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
 

*HYMN  712    As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought 
 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

POSTLUDE                                       Postlude on KREMSER                                      Flor Peeters 
 
____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in Body or Spirit 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S INVITATION 
 

SPIRITUAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

“O Lord that lends me life, lend me a heart replete with thankfulness.”   Sheakespeare, 1591 
 
PRELUDE                          Prelude on KREMSER                Flor Peeters 
 

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP        Rev. Dr. Jean Henderson 
This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it.   

 

*HYMN  336   We Gather Together 
 

WE EXPERIENCE THE GRACE OF CHRIST 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
O God, this day opens before us with promise and opportunity. 
It is your gift to us.  Help us make it our gift to you. 
Lead us to write somewhere on this day a poem of praise,  
    a prayer of compassion, a word of thanks. 
Help us to say less and to mean more, to make gestures of grace, not haste. 
Give us good words to speak and good thoughts to think and good deeds to do. 
And forgive us when we fail. 

Silent prayer 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
Friends, Believe the good news of the gospel:  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

WE SHARE GOD’S WORD  

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
Gathering Hymn 469  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying.  Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying.  Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

(Pre K-5th grade children can go to Sunday School. Nursery care available for Infants - age 3.  
Parents please pick up your children from classrooms downstairs after worship.)  

 

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM             Come, Christians, Join to Sing                  arr. David Burroughs 
 

  PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION       
Gracious God, you call us to come just as we are, and so we do. 
Speak to us now through your word,  
so that we might find the joy and inspiration we seek, 
and become the people you created us to be.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                            Joel 2: 21-27                                         Annie Colville 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM                            He Never Failed Me Yet                                  Robert Ray 
 

I will sing of God's mercy, every day, every hour, He gives me power. I will sing and give 
thanks to Thee for all the dangers, toils, and snares that He has brought me out. He is my 
God, and I'll serve Him, no matter what the test. Trust and never doubt, Jesus will surely  
bring you out, He never failed me yet. 



Deck the Halls 
Come Help to Decorate the Church 

Sunday, November 25 at 11:30 AM 
 

 Light Lunch in Fellowship Hall  
 

 Children will have the opportunity to create new decorations for the tree in the Narthex  
 

 Others will begin decorating the top branches  of the Narthex tree and all to the beautiful 
sounds of Christmas music  

DEVOTIONS FOR ADVENT  
 

At Christmastime we seem to be surrounded by abundance - of decorations, activities, 

gifts and food. And that's a far cry from Jesus' own birth story in Scripture.  This Advent 

you are invited to study Journey Into the Light by Susan Lang.  We also have Advent A to 

Z by Arden W. Mead along with a paper chain craft available for children. 

Use them with your family or friends or neighbors.  Pick up your copies in the Narthex. 

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE 
  

As the Christmas carol says “It’s that time of the year” and indeed our Salvation 
Army tree has angels singing in the holiday season.  Please take a tag and leave 
your name, phone number and child’s name and return your UNWRAPPED gift 
with child’s tag by December 2.  Thank you! 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
CPCBA brings Christ to the Community by preparing and serving quarterly meals at The 
Center in Bellevue.  The Center is a ministry center designed to bring the community of the 
North Boros together through meals, music, mentoring and ministry.   
 

Our church's next meal is scheduled for Monday, December 17.  Consider stepping        
up to assist with this wonderful community mission right in our own backyard!  Look for    
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

 

Children's Christmas Pageant! 
During Worship on Sunday, December 16, 2018 

ALL children are invited and encouraged to participate! 

Costumes provided! 

Children should arrive at 9:00 AM in Fellowship Hall for costumes and rehearsal. 

(There are no rehearsals prior to this date.) 

Deck the Halls  Sun., Nov. 25 at 11:30 am 

   Come decorate the church for Christmas while singing Christmas 
   carols and enjoy a light lunch.  Fun and festivities for all ages! 
 

Christmas in the  Sat., Dec 1, 12:30 pm 
Village at Old  A group will be meeting in our church parking lot at 12:30 pm to travel to Old 
Economy  Economy.  There will be vendors and local choirs performing.   
   Regular admission prices:  $10 Adults; $9 Seniors (65+); $6 Youth (3-11) 
   Free - Children under 3 & Active Duty Military 
   Questions? Contact Ray Winter at 412-734-5994. 
 

Caroling at  Sun., Dec. 9, 3:30 p.m.  
Masonic Village Come sing Christmas carols and brighten the season for some of our church 
   members and other residents of Masonic Village.  If carpooling, meet at the  
   church at 3:00 p.m.  Otherwise, meet in the Starpoint Building on your left near 
   the entrance.  Questions?  Contact Barbara McKelway mckbj5@aol.com or      
   412-366-2975. 
 

Children’s  Sun., Dec. 16 Third Sunday of Advent Worship at 10:30 am 
Pageant   Come experience the story of  Jesus’ birth as told by our children. 
   ALL children are welcome to participate!   
   No rehearsal necessary, but you must arrive at 9:00 am to pick a costume. 
 

Sounds of Christmas Sun., Dec. 16 at 7:00 pm  Come enjoy the festive music sung by the  
Choir Concert   Avonworth High School Choir, along with the Community Church 
   Chancel Choir.  Stay after for a time of refreshments and fellowship.   
 

Community Meal Mon., Dec. 17 at 6:00 pm 
   Serve meal at the Center in Bellevue.  Come visit with our neighbors in 
   Christ and sing Christmas Carols together. 
 

Service of   Thur., Dec. 20 at 7:00 pm   
Healing & Hope Come see the light of Christ, hear words of comfort and sing songs of peace.  
   For those who are feeling blue this season, come experience healing and hope.  
 

Family Christmas  Sun., Dec. 24 at 6:00 pm   
Eve Service  Come, children of all ages, to be part of the Christmas story. 
 

Candlelight  Sun., Dec. 24 at 9:00 pm   
Christmas Eve  Come celebrate - with story, songs and the sacrament of communion -  
Service   the incarnation of Jesus Christ.   

Advent and Christmas Calendar 

  It’s that time of year again….COOKIE TIME 
The Advent team is asking the congregation to get out your favorite cookie     
recipes!  LOTS of cookies are needed for our upcoming events in December.    
For planning purposes if you can help sign up on sheet in Narthex or contact    

Diana Petruska at dianalpetruska@gmail.com.  Christmas Cookie Tins will be available in   
the Narthex.  Please return them filled with cookies to the kitchen by December 15 for     
two events scheduled on December 16 (or bring them by 9:30 am that morning).  

THANK YOU SO MUCH! 
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